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The discourse in the 8th module would be on Specific Ecosystems and their Management. These 

would include the coast, ecologically sensitive zones, wetlands, water bodies, and water 

governance. The legal inquiry essentially would be about a struggle to conserve, protect, and 

retain the distinctive identity of these ecosystems on the one side. As against the relentless 

human efforts in developing them at the expense of the very conservation ethic of these 

resources. 

 

The issue before us now is to examine how does the law affect a balancing act between the two 

and this makes it a very fascinating study. We start with the coastal ecosystem. Perhaps this is 

one ecosystem which arguably has kept the lawmaker busy and go into a kind of an overdrive of 

making law in the last three decade’s time. And the more and more changes that came to the law, 

one could really discern that there was very little change from the business as usual model as was 



prevalent earlier and facilitating the same even after these changes. 
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As one looks at the coastal map of India, a very impressive one which is a very long coastline 

that we have in this peninsula of India having about 7500 kilometers of stretch which is actually 

looking into the breadth as well that would come with that as would constitute the coastal zone. 

It is about a sixth of the total land area of India and it is home for one-fourth of Indian 

population. 

 

And this is one region which is the breeding ground and the habitat for a wide variety of flora 

and fauna. And it has dotted with over 240 odd cities, all major cities of India most of them are 

there in this place. It is a hub of intense economic activity and it is a very fragile ecosystem. 



 

It is a source of food for the local community and to the large population all over India. And it 

performs a wide variety of ecological functions of storing and cycling nutrients, regulating water 

balances, acting as a buffer, and protecting them from erosion. 

 

The real concerns about the coastal area is the relentless ecological destruction that occurs both 

from human agencies and from natural calamities even leading to their submergence. And this 

would actually result in deprivation of the communities of people's rights over them. And also 

would cause economic ruination that results from the devastation caused by that. 

 

There is pollution from land to the sea, sea to the land, and a degradation occurring on account of 

mining activity, extensive one at that, filtration, aquaculture, ports, harbours what have you; 

there is a constant erosion of the coastal line and exposure to the vagaries of nature. These are 

the threats. 
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So, how does the law try to deal with these is a subject of our inquiry now. If you look at the 

legislative evolution of the law concerning the coast it takes us back to the Stockholm conference 

of 1972 in which the states were obliged to secure the coast from marine pollution, and one year, 



or a decade after the Stockholm Conference we had the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea which came up with this grand eloquent idea of integrating the management of the 

coastal area and the management of the marine area abetting to it called as the Integrated Coastal 

Zone Management, ICZM. In fact, that is ideal as a kind of a blueprint of an action plan that each 

and every member country of the Law of the Sea Convention ought to get implemented. 

 

For nearly about a decade after the Stockholm conference, India did not do much about it and the 

only development that occurred was sometime in 1981 when the prime minister of that time Mrs. 

Indira Gandhi visited the Goan coast and when she took a stroll there on this beach when she 

found there was so much of filth, so much of degradation, she was so very much upset. 

 

Going back to Delhi, she shot off letters to the chief secretaries of all the coastal states asking 

them to do something about it as to keep our coast clean and clear of all destructive activities at 

least up to a maximum distance of 500 meters from the coast. 

 

A set of guidelines were evolved a couple of years later and these required the states to prepare a 

status report followed by a master plan for conservation, preservation, and development; a kind 

of a directive coming from the centre no law as yet. And in 1986, a little bit of an administrative 

regulatory measure permission to set up tourism resorts within 200 to 500 meters of the high-tide 

line was allowed and these were piecemeal rules and regulations evolved at the local level by the 

state governments. The centre did not come up with any specific comprehensive law concerning 

the coast for a pretty long period of time. 

 

And it was only in the year 1991, the Government of India came up with the Coastal Regulation 

Zone Notification. And this went on for about two decades with so many amendments and with 

the increasing need to revise this law. The law was once again reworked and the Coastal Zone 

Notification came up in the year 2011 and that was in operation till just last year, the year 2019, 

when the entire thing was further revised and a new set of regulations were evolved and brought 

into application in the year 2019. 

 



(Refer Slide Time: 08:00) 

 

So, what we have now is a framework of law in operation since 2019. But what we could see is 

the law that we have now has a lot to borrow from the law that was made in the year 2011. In 

fact, a substantial portion of it is retained and the law that was made in the year 1991, many of 

the rudimentary basic aspects of that are still retained in the new law as well. 

 

And so, before we get into the discussion on the 2019 law, we need to have a peep into the 2011 

Notification because that would actually give us a clear idea as to what are the additions, 

changes, and modifications that have come into the law in year 2019. 

 

The background for the 2011 Notification was the requirement that the 1991 law laid down a set 

of rules to govern human and industrial activities very close to the coastal area mainly to protect 

the ecosystem near the sea. This is the basic theme, both under the 1991 law and also in the 2011 

law. 

 

So, the idea was to restrict some of the developmental activities which would affect the integrity 

of that entire region. So huge constructions, polluting activities, mining activities, and things 

which would be destructive of the fragility of the coastal ecosystem within a certain distance of 

the coastline; that is the actual basic idea paved for the making of this notification. 

 



As was mentioned earlier, the CRZ notification was first issued in the year 1991 by the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest, Climate Change under the Environment Protection Act of 1986. As you 

know that you have specific rules in that regard, and in just about 12 to 13 years of making this 

law in 1991, the law underwent 25-plus amendments and the idea was essentially the law is so 

tough and we needed to reduce the rigor of the law so as to make it more industry-friendly; hotel 

and tourism industry got a lot of concessions through that. 

 

But what we should notice, right from 1991 to 2011, over a period of two decades when these 

amendments were coming to dilute the law and the rigor of the law, the courts of law took 

exception to such measures on the part of the government and there are instances when the courts 

of law have even told the government that if you are not too serious about law-making and 

implementation of the same of whatever that you have prescribed then it is better you have to do 

away with the law, or once you make the law you see to it that it is implemented both in its letter 

and spirit. 

 

So, with the result that there has been a lot of churning occurring over a long period of time just 

to give you a simple example, there is one of those early cases decided by the Supreme Court, it 

is also famously known as the Aquaculture case; S. Jagannathan versus Union of India decided 

by the Supreme Court of India. 

 

This case requires a special mention because this is a case which dealt with the harmful effects of 

intensive aqua farming or the prawn culture farming that was occurring on all the coastal areas of 

eastern and the western coastline of India. 



(Refer Slide Time: 12:07) 

 

A lot of scientific studies were carried out when a public interest litigation was made and the 

court after having looked into the scientific reports made available, required it came up with a set 

of guidelines. Guidelines as to how to manage our coastline in accordance with the CRZ law and 

here was the court, in a way, giving administrative instruction to the state that look you have 

made this law, you need have to really take it seriously to prohibit prawn farming to protect and 

secure the fragile and ecosystem. 

 

And despite this kind of an intervention by the court, not just in one case like this, many other 

cases where there were cases in which when just on the coastline and even getting into the sea, 

there were major highways or construction were planned and to that, the court took very serious 

note of it and came with a set of guidelines as to the kind of safeguard measures that should be 

taken to preserve, conserve, protect the fragile ecosystem. 

 

But despite that because of the lobbying by very powerful groups, prawn farming continued, 

many other developmental activities continued, and this happened because of one of the major 

requirements of the law that was in operation from 1991 was that each and every state, the 

coastal state that was required to prepare what is called as a Coastal Zone Management Plan on 

what to allow and what not to allow, dividing the coastal area into several zones. 

 



Intensive activity which is already there to have a lot of safeguard measures against it; where 

there is least, where there is some scope for developmental activity, development with certain 

kinds of conditions and a kind of a plan on to have been submitted by each and every state got 

the approval from the center before they could operationalize that. 

 

As it so happened, in the two decades of working of the Coastal Zone Regulation law of 1991, 

states hardly submitted any kind of as CZMP to the Centre for its consideration and its effective 

implementation. 

 

And so, the law was very poorly implemented. There were few other reasons as to why this law 

was almost a non-starter because the law that was made in 1991, it was almost like a one size fits 

all kind of a thing that you had so many states on the coast and each one having different kind of 

requirements and different kind of an ecological condition but one uniform law was made and 

that uniformity actually prevented the diversity of life forms and demographic patterns, natural 

resources and the requirements of each and every coastal state and so states were less than 

enthusiastic in implementing it for the simple reason that they were far removed from the ground 

realities. 

 

There was also a problem of absence of a clear procedure for obtaining the CRZ clearance. 

Okay, we would submit the CZMP and to get the clearances for developmental activities what 

kind of procedures we must follow, all powers were concentrated with the center, and the states 

needed to really come up with inputs on which the center would take a decision. And so, it 

became a bit of a problem that the voice of the states it appears was not heard properly and this 

was actually made use of as kind of a cleavage to be developed between the center and state 

relations. 

 

And after having given the clearance, whether one confirmed to the terms and conditions on 

which the clearance was given there was no monitoring of that. So post-clearance monitoring 

was absent, pollution emanating from the land-based activities were not included under this law, 

hardship of traditional communities were not factored in. These are also cited as additional 

reasons as to why the law was very poorly and it effectively worked. 
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A committee was constituted in the 2003, headed by M. S. Swaminathan and over a period of 

two years it worked and submitted a report in 2005, and it led to the drafting of another revised 

law in the year 2008. And this revised one was further amended within a week even before it 

could actually see the light of the day, while it was still under circulation and it took about six 

months’ time before consultations were carried out. 

 

Mainly the fisheries communities had a lot of objections to it and so, to accommodate them more 

consultations were held. And sometime around 2009, 2010 it almost became a very clear law to 

be taken to the cabinet for approval. The government approved it but it was never implemented. 



 

In the year 2011, the new set of regulations replacing the 1991 one, 1991 CRZ law came into 

force. So, what we have and what we implemented in the last 8, 9 years has been the CRZ law of 

2011. And what are its objectives? 

 

Its objectives are very clear. Conserve and protect coastal stretches. While conserving you need 

have to really ensure the livelihood requirements of the local community, the fishing and other 

communities, promote development in a sustainable manner but it should be based on scientific 

principles. 

 

And while you base this developmental activity you need have to ensure that natural hazards and 

sea level rises are also factored in, to declare the coastal stretches in the territorial seas and 

waters as CRZ which was not done earlier. Restrict the setting up and expansion of any industry 

operation, or processes and manufacture, or handling of storage of hazardous substances need 

have to be under very strict supervision and follow the relevant laws made for that purpose. 

 

Under this new law, you have an expanded definition and description of CRZ than was done 

under the 1991 law. So, what is a coastal zone? Under this law, it is a stretch of coastal area 

extending from the high-tide line, HTL for short, to 500 meters towards the land, and from the 

high-tide line to the low-tide line toward the sea; that was how it was contemplated under this 

1991 notification. 

 

And from this bandwidth, from the high-tide line and low-tide line to the 500 meters towards the 

land, which is that particular Coastal Regulation Zone under the 1994 Notification got extended 

to the outer limits of the territorial sea from the low-tide line under the 2011 Notification. 

 

In the footnote to this slide, a brief description of the low-tide line and high-tide line and the 

territories are given. In short, the low-tide line or LDL and high-tide line actually relate to the 

level of the waves during the spring tide or during the full moon. 

 

There is a direct relationship and during the full moon the sea level would rise and the highest 



level it would reach is what is referred to as the high-tide line. It is an imaginary line on the 

coast, those who are familiar with the coast would be able to note that there is a kind of a 

demarcation that comes at the top of the coast and that is the high-tide line and that occurs during 

the spring tide. 

 

And when the waves recede back to the sea during that spring tide, the tide that goes to the 

lowest level, there is also an imaginary line; it is not actually drawn but that is how scientifically 

it has been worked out that that is where exactly the low-tide line would exist. And that is the 

high tide and low-tide line very highly echo sensitive region and the measurement is always done 

from there. 

 

From the low-tide line, you measure the territorial feet towards the sea up to a nautical mile of 12 

nautical miles. Horizontal to the sea, you measure 12 nautical miles and that is what is referred to 

the territorial sea. That stretch, the outer limit of it is a territorial sea. So, from the territorial sea, 

including low-tide line and the high-tide line, 500 meters towards the land actually would 

constitute the Coastal Regulation Zone. 

 

So, this is the area which comes under regulation under this law. And the coast, the stretch that 

has been mentioned now is classified into four categories: CRZ 1, CRZ 2, CRZ 3, and CRZ4. In 

very simple non-legal language these four zones are created with the objective of differentiating 

different areas of the coast based upon, number one, intensity of the activities of the coastal area; 

number two, relative stretches of less activity in the coastal area; and number three, areas which 

are highly echo sensitive; and number four, certain specialized zones which do not allow for 

developmental activity. 

 

Or to put it in simple terms CRZ-1 refers to those areas which are ecologically sensitive, highly 

ecological sensitive and so, almost no development. CRZ-2 refers to areas which are highly 

intense industrialized areas which actually are closest to the cities and so, highest level of 

restrictions for further development. 

 

CRZ-3 are primarily rural or semi-rural areas and you permit certain developmental activities 



there. CRZ-4 are certain very specialized areas which require special attention of care and 

protection for which you create a special zone of control and limitations of activities. Let us get 

into the details of it. 

 

CRZ-1, ecologically sensitive areas like mangroves, coral reefs, biosphere reserves; no new 

constructions permitted except projects relating to atomic energy, trans-harbour sea link, and 

roads without affecting the tidal flow of water between high-tide line and low-tide line, etc. So 

the idea is essentially to ensure that this area is almost a no-development zone, except for those 

defense purposes or for atomic energy you give certain concessions. And these are the areas 

which are the breeding grounds of life and life forms, have mangroves and coral reefs. These are 

very vital and important for the conservation ecosystem and so have very limited activities. 

 

And at the same time, provision has been made for allowing for the traditional rights of the 

communities of people like their fishing rights and things like that, and even for some of those 

activities like salt harvesting through solar evaporation of seawater, desalination of plants, 

storage of non-hazardous cargo substances within notified ports. Very highly limited 

developmental activity. 
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A committee was constituted in the 2003, headed by M. S. Swaminathan and over a period of 



two years it worked and submitted a report in 2005, and it led to the drafting of another revised 

law in the year 2008. And this revised one was further amended within a week even before it 

could actually see the light of the day, while it was still under circulation and it took about six 

months’ time before consultations were carried out. 

 

Mainly the fisheries communities had a lot of objections to it and so, to accommodate them more 

consultations were held. And sometime around 2009, 2010 it almost became a very clear law to 

be taken to the cabinet for approval. The government approved it but it was never implemented. 

 

In the year 2011, the new set of regulations replacing the 1991 one, 1991 CRZ law came into 

force. So, what we have and what we implemented in the last 8, 9 years has been the CRZ law of 

2011. And what are its objectives? 

 

Its objectives are very clear. Conserve and protect coastal stretches. While conserving you need 

have to really ensure the livelihood requirements of the local community, the fishing and other 

communities, promote development in a sustainable manner but it should be based on scientific 

principles. 

 

And while you base this developmental activity you need have to ensure that natural hazards and 

sea level rises are also factored in, to declare the coastal stretches in the territorial seas and 

waters as CRZ which was not done earlier. Restrict the setting up and expansion of any industry 

operation, or processes and manufacture, or handling of storage of hazardous substances need 

have to be under very strict supervision and follow the relevant laws made for that purpose. 

 

Under this new law, you have an expanded definition and description of CRZ than was done 

under the 1991 law. So, what is a coastal zone? Under this law, it is a stretch of coastal area 

extending from the high-tide line, HTL for short, to 500 meters towards the land, and from the 

high-tide line to the low-tide line toward the sea; that was how it was contemplated under this 

1991 notification. 

 

And from this bandwidth, from the high-tide line and low-tide line to the 500 meters towards the 



land, which is that particular Coastal Regulation Zone under the 1994 Notification got extended 

to the outer limits of the territorial sea from the low-tide line under the 2011 Notification. 

 

In the footnote to this slide, a brief description of the low-tide line and high-tide line and the 

territories are given. In short, the low-tide line or LDL and high-tide line actually relate to the 

level of the waves during the spring tide or during the full moon. 

 

There is a direct relationship and during the full moon the sea level would rise and the highest 

level it would reach is what is referred to as the high-tide line. It is an imaginary line on the 

coast, those who are familiar with the coast would be able to note that there is a kind of a 

demarcation that comes at the top of the coast and that is the high-tide line and that occurs during 

the spring tide. 

 

And when the waves recede back to the sea during that spring tide, the tide that goes to the 

lowest level, there is also an imaginary line; it is not actually drawn but that is how scientifically 

it has been worked out that that is where exactly the low-tide line would exist. And that is the 

high tide and low-tide line very highly echo sensitive region and the measurement is always done 

from there. 

 

From the low-tide line, you measure the territorial feet towards the sea up to a nautical mile of 12 

nautical miles. Horizontal to the sea, you measure 12 nautical miles and that is what is referred to 

the territorial sea. That stretch, the outer limit of it is a territorial sea. So, from the territorial sea, 

including low-tide line and the high-tide line, 500 meters towards the land actually would 

constitute the Coastal Regulation Zone. 

 

So, this is the area which comes under regulation under this law. And the coast, the stretch that 

has been mentioned now is classified into four categories: CRZ 1, CRZ 2, CRZ 3, and CRZ4. In 

very simple non-legal language these four zones are created with the objective of differentiating 

different areas of the coast based upon, number one, intensity of the activities of the coastal area; 

number two, relative stretches of less activity in the coastal area; and number three, areas which 

are highly echo sensitive; and number four, certain specialized zones which do not allow for 



developmental activity. 

 

Or to put it in simple terms CRZ-1 refers to those areas which are ecologically sensitive, highly 

ecological sensitive and so, almost no development. CRZ-2 refers to areas which are highly 

intense industrialized areas which actually are closest to the cities and so, highest level of 

restrictions for further development. 

 

CRZ-3 are primarily rural or semi-rural areas and you permit certain developmental activities 

there. CRZ-4 are certain very specialized areas which require special attention of care and 

protection for which you create a special zone of control and limitations of activities. Let us get 

into the details of it. 

 

CRZ-1, ecologically sensitive areas like mangroves, coral reefs, biosphere reserves; no new 

constructions permitted except projects relating to atomic energy, trans-harbour sea link, and 

roads without affecting the tidal flow of water between high-tide line and low-tide line, etc. So 

the idea is essentially to ensure that this area is almost a no-development zone, except for those 

defense purposes or for atomic energy you give certain concessions. And these are the areas 

which are the breeding grounds of life and life forms, have mangroves and coral reefs. These are 

very vital and important for the conservation ecosystem and so have very limited activities. 

 

And at the same time, provision has been made for allowing for the traditional rights of the 

communities of people like their fishing rights and things like that, and even for some of those 

activities like salt harvesting through solar evaporation of seawater, desalination of plants, 

storage of non-hazardous cargo substances within notified ports. Very highly limited 

developmental activity. 
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CRZ-4, as was mentioned, these are very special areas. These are the areas which are between 

the low-tide line, LTL, after the territorial sea, including the areas of tidal influence water body. 

As far as the traditional communities are concerned, this is where exactly they live and their 

livelihood is dependent on that. No restrictions are imposed. 

 

But here, clear restrictions are imposed for any kind of activity. These are actually no-

development zones. Dumping of untreated sewage or solid waste is totally prohibited and made 

punishable. Actually, CRZ-4, as has been mentioned in the 2011 notification is quite different 

from CRZ-4 that was there in the 1991 law. And CRZ-4 was essentially meant for archipelagos 

and islands around India; mainland India like Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands. 

 

Now, under this 2011 law from the CRZ-4, this area is taken out and it is only restricted to the 

territorial sea and the low tide zone. And there is a separate notification, other than these four 

zones has been made for the protection of Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep and that has 

been issued along with this. 

 

So, any understanding of the Coastal Regulation Zone law need have to have as a supplement, a 

separate notification that is there for Andaman and Nicobar, which is a very highly specialized 

area because it is an archipelagic region, a cluster of islands which requires special attention, 

both from ecological angle, from the traditional communities interest angle, and also from 



difference and strategic reasons because they are the outer limits of India. Very close to the 

territories of neighbouring countries. 

 

And so, a very special protection zone has been created for them exclusively, which was not 

there under the 1991 notification. Specific procedures are provided for obtaining clearances 

under this law. Clearance is valid only for five years. Ecological sensitive areas are named here 

like Sundarbans, Gulf of Khambhat, Bhitarkanika National Park area, and are given special 

protection and they are considered as critically vulnerable coastal areas. 
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And for each one of them, certain special do's and don'ts and guidelines are prescribed. And 

there is an integrated management plan has been worked out. And this is being done with 

consultation with the local communities and certain beaches which are designated as turtle 

nesting sites or wildlife protection areas; they are put under no development zones. 

 

So, these were some of the changes that were brought to the 1991 notification. So, at one level, 

focused attention for certain areas which deserve conservation and for which a set of elaborate 

guidelines evolved. 

 

And certain areas where you can come up with relaxation; to overcome the critique that was 



there for the 1991 Notification that you have come up with a uniform law, well, for certain areas, 

we come up with certain specific regulations so as to fit into the local requirements at the same 

time, meet industrial demands; that was how it was worked out. 

 

But still, although this law was brought into application from 2011, within 4, 5 years there is a 

lot of opposition to that, not because the conservationist did not want but because the propellants 

of developmental activities, they have felt that even this law is highly restrictive and we do need 

more relaxation because more than 60 percent of Indian economy is dependent on the 

development of the coastal area and if you come up with so much of restrictions then there will 

not be economic development at all. 

 

And at the same time, the tough obligation that the government faced was how do we conserve 

against this greater demand for the development in this area. And so, they constituted a 

committee, a former secretary to the Department of Earth Sciences, the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences, Shailesh Nayak; under his Chairmanship, a committee was constituted to come up with 

a new law to address all those issues raised by the coastal states about the problems of 

implementation, the procedural difficulties, and issues over the CZMP requirements. 

 

And this, it came up with a recommendation coming up with a host of relaxation in some of the 

provisions to give a boost to tourism, port construction, and real estate business, decentralization 

of functions by retention of powers with the central government only to the extent of activities 

that required environmental clearance. 

 

So, there was a process with decentralization that all the powers are not vested in the Centre, it 

was shared with the states now. And exclusive ambit of the state was very much there in most of 

the activities for local planning and management, following which they drafted a law to replace 

the 2011 Notification, circulated in 2018, and that culminated in a new Notification in 2019. 
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We confine to only the changes that are affected to the 2011 law because by and large, the same 

scheme was adopted but certain changes were affected for making relaxation to the norms that 

were evolved and also the zones that were created. 

 

Like for example, the CRZ-3, the rural areas for which this particular zone was created, two 

subcategories were created; it was called CRZ-3A and these were referred to as densely 

populated rural areas. And in this area, we will restrict the no-development zone to only 50 

meters from the high-tide line as against the 200 meters that is prescribed under the 2011 

Notification. 

 

Then in CRZ-3B, we will retain the 200 meters no-development zone because this is, these areas 

are relatively less developed and so we can allow it to have that kind of laxity in that. No-

development zone of 20 meters for all islands were added close to the main coast and for all 

backwater islands in the mainland. This was not there in the 2011 notification. 

 

Tourism infrastructure like shacks, toilet blocks, change rooms, etc. were permitted in the coastal 

areas especially the beaches, which was not there earlier under the 2011 law. Treatment facility 

is permitted in CRZ area. Number one; B-area are subject to necessary safeguards for now. 
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Very briefly, the entire thing can be encapsulated in a graphic form in this as to the classification 

that has been made, the importance on regulation of the coastal zone, the features of the 2018 

notification which became the 2019 notification when it was approved and brought into 

application, and the concerns that was expressed when the draft was circulated in 2018 and as is 

still a concern that is remaining is what has been put in that one page, one slide chart. 

. 
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In terms of the critique and the conclusions that one can draw as to this law is as one would 

examine from 1991 to 2019 those changes, revisions, and amendments that came they have been 

primarily to promote developmental activities. 



 

Large-scale construction activity in the CRZ area have been permitted through these relaxations. 

The danger is that these are going to have huge implications on environmental conservation. 

Additional rights for the local communities have been achieved through these changes that is a 

very salutary feature and it should be recorded here that this is one of the positive features of 

both the 2011 and 2019 Notification. 

 

But while giving these rights to these people and recognizing them, wide areas within these 

particular areas where these communities of people live and use for livelihood are kept open for 

other forms of developmental activity and that adds to the congestion. Congestion of activities 

and the stress on the fragile ecosystem. There is a complete lack of appreciation in all these 

notifications against the very idea that coastal areas are common property. They are commons 

that should remain accessible for everyone's responsible use and enjoyment. 

 

Because of having allowed so many kind of activities, including private beaches to come into 

existence, the access of the common man to the coast, to that extent has been reduced and the 

idea of commons for the coastal zone has been followed its breach than its observance because of 

these regulations. 

 

The other major lacuna that you would see in all these three sets of regulations, including the 

2019 one is non-inclusion of safeguard measures that are required against the adverse impact of 

the climatic changes on the region because the coastal area have become most vulnerable than 

they were earlier to the vagaries of nature natural changes. 

 

And without a demarcation of a hazard line, this was what was stressed all the while that you 

should have a hazard line to which nobody should come and no developmental activity should 

take place because this is the most crucial, sensitive, and very fragile area. Because this is the 

one which has been exposed to all kinds of calamities of nature and there has to be a buffer to be 

created but the hazard line has not been drawn properly. 

 

And because of relaxation of provisions for economic development, the coast has become 



unstable. There has been a greater thrust on construction and tourism facilities to increase 

employment opportunities and local economy to boost that this has been done but without 

sufficient environment to safeguards, this is going to affect the fragile coastal ecology. 

 

The goal of the United Nation’s Convention on Law of the Sea for the development of the 

ICZM, the Integrated Coastal Zone Management, both on the coastal side and also on the marine 

side has remained a pipe dream even with the making of these laws over a three-decade’s period. 

From this, we come to a conclusion of our discussion on the first part of this module. 

 

And without a demarcation of a hazard line, this was what was stressed all the while that you 

should have a hazard line to which nobody should come and no developmental activity should 

take place because this is the most crucial, sensitive, and very fragile area. Because this is the 
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side has remained a pipe dream even with the making of these laws over a three-decade’s period. 

From this, we come to a conclusion of our discussion on the first part of this module. 


