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Lecture - 37 

Pen de kaite mo ii desu ka 

Is it alright to write in pen? 

 

Hello everybody and welcome to the class. We have been doing a lot of things here in class and I 

hope that all of you are practicing at home as well. That will make things easy for you. Practice 

will naturally make you feel more confident, more comfortable with the language. Well, we have 

done a lot of things in Japanese. We have learnt how to tell time, we have learnt how to tell how 

to go to a certain place, also about adjectives whether a certain thing is hot or whether a certain 

thing is cold, the degree of adjectives also we have done and then, we have been talking a lot 

about verbs, different forms of verbs. 

For example, we have done the polite form of the verb, we have done the negative-positive forms 

of the verb, used words which would tell you about the future tense, then we have also done the 

continuous form which is [FL] form, we have done how to make requests, how to invite people, 

then off late we have been doing in our previous lessons a lot of te form of the verb. You have 

learnt different te forms. Today also, we will continue with te form and we will do something 

which is very important here in Japanese which is how to ask for permission. So, well today we 

will do how to ask for permission whether you say yes or you say no, but before that we will do 

our assignments as we always do and let us see what the first assignment is. 
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So, well there are a lot of pictures here in this assignment and you have to write kanji characters 

for these pictures. So, let us see the first one. It looks like an ear [FL] and everything is in kanji 

and hiragana. So, you practice your hiragana as well. I am sure by now you are very comfortable 

with hiragana. We are almost here towards the end of our series. So, well you should be 

comfortable with hiragana and katakana as well. So, the first one is [FL] and the second one is 

[FL] which is eye. Let us see what the third one is. Well, the picture is of a hand and hand is [FL] 

or simple [FL] in hiragana. Then, we have [FL] and [FL] is mouth. [FL] you can see is a 

combination of this character on top and this character which you have done which is field and 

of course [FL] which is [FL]. So, now you will notice that [FL] two readings [FL] and [FL] over 

here, then we have three apples which is [FL]. It could be san also, but when you are counting 

small irregular objects, then [FL] is used over here [FL] and again, we have oranges. So, well 

five oranges [FL] and then, we have one person standing over here. So, [FL] or it could also be 

[FL] one person standing counter for people is [FL]. One is an exception which is [FL] and two 

is again an exception which is [FL]. 
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Then, we again have kanji characters here in group A and then, some hiragana written over here 

in group B. Group A is verbs. You can see the verbs over here. The kanji’s here and of course as 

we have hiragana after the verb to show as the tense, we have the hiragana written over here. So, 

the first one is [FL] which is come. Then, the second one is [FL]. [FL] is to live and [FL] is to 

talk as we already know [FL]. So, these are your verbs in hiragana over here. You can practice 

the kanji. It is given very clearly. All the strokes you can see very clearly. The stroke order is 

given wherever we have done these verbs in whichever lesson. So, you can look it up and get the 

stroke order from there. 
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Then, we have to fill in the blanks with words given below [FL]. Now, this [FL] is a typical 

pattern which shows comparison or preference [FL]. [FL] is convenient or easy, [FL] this is 

better than [FL] or more easy to use than [FL], [FL] over here is for time, [FL] is like and as I 

have told you earlier always with ski particle ga will come. So, before ski particle, ga will be 

used and [FL] you already know is comparison more than. Then, we have [FL]. [FL] is another 

way of showing degree very or exceptionally is what it means, [FL] is Chinese cuisine and [FL] I 

think I remember telling you that [FL] means to know and the negative is [FL]. Please not [FL] it 

is, [FL] do you know, [FL] this is something we did last time, [FL] when you are not very sure, 

you are only 50 percent sure of what you are going to do. Then, [FL] is used and before [FL] 

always verb will be in plane form. If you say [FL], then [FL] of not going possibility is more. If 

you say [FL], then possibility of going is more. 

So, please remember with [FL], it is only 50-50 chance of whatever you are saying negative and 

positive is going to be governed from here, whether it is in the negative or it is in the positive 

meaning. More towards negative and more towards positive. [FL] now again [FL] is something 

we did last time in our last lesson. [FL] means I intend to so. It is my intention and not someone 

else’s intension. [FL]. So, even before [FL] verb will be in plane form, please remember that 

[FL] I do not plan to go or intend to go if you put [FL], then I planned to go to my office and 

[FL] means to think. [FL] this is something we did last time again. So, please refer to that [FL]. I 



think I will not drink and again [FL]. I think I will drink. So, again before [FL] verb is in plane 

form, please remember that these words are given over here for you. You have to fit in these 

words. 
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Well, the next one is change the words into proper forms and make proper sentences, meaningful 

sentences. So, the first one is [FL]. The verb is in plane form and with [FL] as we always use 

[FL], then [FL] quickly, [FL] bus. [FL] please get on the bus very quickly. Now, [FL] there is 

one verb that you have done which takes particle ne which is [FL]. [FL] will take particle ne as 

we have already done in class now. Today you have another verb over here which is [FL]. [FL] 

is to board. So, you board a train, you board a bus or you get on a bus. The particle will always 

be ne bus. [FL] also another one is you had done it in sentences [FL]. [FL] enter a class, [FL] 

enter a, [FL] which is again a class. So, you enter a certain place. Please remember that particle 

ne will come with these verbs. There are more of them, but for the time being you have these 

three. You can remember these [FL] is to [FL] is the plane form to get off. [FL] now, [FL] over 

here. 

What does it mean? Well, [FL] means that this action generally happens all is for the future. It 

has not happened. [FL] a statement, then we have [FL]. You have done this joining two 

adjectives, then [FL] I adjective, and I adjective. When you join [FL] is used, then we have [FL] 



will always take ga, [FL] is light [FL]. Now, what should it be? It is [FL] over there. It should be 

in plane form, [FL] is plane form over here for, [FL] we have, [FL] want to be in good health 

[FL]. So, please remember [FL] will take particle ne now. 
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There is a small conversation. Just listen to that. There are lots of new things that we have to do. 

So, we will do those. [FL]. Did you understand the conversation? 
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Well, I will read it out once to you and then, explain what needs to be done. Sensei and Rao san 

talking. Rao san [FL], sensei [FL]. This I am sure is alright. Sensei [FL] there was a phone call. 

[FL] means I have to go, [FL] quickly. You can please leave. You may please leave. Now, ne 

over here is because he is a teacher and he is much older and he can use this ne in formally with 

Rao san. Rao san cannot do the same with his teacher [FL], but I am doing an experiment. Is it 

alright if I go now? [FL] It is alright, [FL] you don’t have to bother about your experiment at the 

moment and he says [FL]. 
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So, there are a few new things over here which we will cover right away, but again we have your 

script. You can see sensei Rao san in katakana and then, there is [FL], then you have [FL]. So, all 

these words are there. You can practice them. 
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A explanation is there some times as I have always been telling sounds are little odd, but well 

this is the translation you can just go over it and try to see what you can catch from here well.  

(Refer Slide Time: 18:01) 

 

Now, what we need to do over here is [FL] as you can see and [FL] expresses that it is a must. If 

you have to perform what is being said by the verb, it is necessary you need to do it. So, this 

form actually tells you that it is a necessity; it is a must for you to do this activity. Now, what is 



it? Well, how do you make this form verb? Now, you will notice one thing that this is in [FL], 

but I am insisting that it means must or have to do. You need to do this. So, please remember this 

form though it is in negative, but always meaning is that you have to do it. You must do as the 

verb is same. Now, how is it made plane form is [FL]. Now, how you will make it remove i from 

here? This is negative. You can say [FL] plane form [FL], [FL] remove this i from here and put 

[FL]. Though it is a little long tongue twisting, but once you get used to it, it is not that difficult 

at all. You can practice this like [FL] and other verbs like [FL]. 

So, any of these verbs you can practice loudly, so that the sound of [FL] gets very clearly inside 

you and you feel more comfortable with [FL]. The sentence was [FL]. So, you can see from the 

example over here. [FL] is generally speaking [FL]. So, generally it is a holiday, but this time or 

the coming Sunday or next Sunday, I have to go to office. I must go to my office. Now, over here 

ni is given and so far with this verb [FL], these two are in group 1, this is in group 3 over here. 

We have always used e ikimas. I have been telling you all along that we will use particle e with 

[FL] and [FL]. Now, we are using something else over here. We are using particle ni. Why are 

we using particle ni over here? Particle ni with [FL]? Why we doing that? Well, the reason is that 

this time you can always say [FL] also, but your purpose is not known. You are going there, 

going to office with a certain purpose in mind. Thus, you are using [FL]. The purpose is very 

clear. The reason why you are going is very clear. Thus, ni is to be used, e’s also alright. It will 

work, but if you will use ni, it is so much better and clear for the listener that the purpose is 

defined in your mind and the reason is very clear. 

So, please ni over here is for that reason. Now, the second example is [FL] which is very obvious 

that if you have [FL], if you have a presentation, if you have to do something next day in your 

thesis in front of your teachers, well you need to practice before hand. So, you need to read it or 

you need to practice before hand. So, [FL] or [FL] we also use that so you can make difference 

sentences and try to use [FL] which is a must. 
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Well, now let us practice Rao san and Tanaka san. [FL] if you want to meet your teacher, then 

you have to go to your school, your [FL]. So, well you can practice this, replace this with this 

and then, you can replace gakko with any of these vocabulary over here and you can also replace 

[FL] depending on what verb you want to use with this. For example, you can say [FL] and you 

can leave it in complete because it is understood from context and Tanaka would say ja. [FL] you 

have to go to the hospital once again, [FL] is your body you can say again, [FL] is your doctor, 

[FL] or [FL]. So, you have to go and meet the doctor again. [FL] I want a dictionary. Well, [FL] 

or you can again use this [FL] you have to take a medicine. So, in this manner you can practice 

all that is given over here and use [FL] with whichever verb you want to use. There is lot of a 

vocabulary here [FL]. So, you can do all this and practice with your partner once again. I would 

like to tell you that please practice loudly. 
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Now, we have been doing te form as I told you in the beginning and this is the easiest way, the 

best way, the most polite way to ask for permission. Now, what is it? Verb in te form, verb plus 

te, verb in te form that is which you have been doing [FL] plus mo ii des ka. Is it alright? If I do 

this is what it means. So, well you can see is used to ask permission to do something and it 

means it is alright if or is it alright please. So, you can see from the example [FL], is it alright if I 

sit over here [FL] or [FL] means earlier than before. You [FL] is it alright if I go now or before 

you? So, when you want to do something, generally you would be doing it in a group or you are 

asking for permission. This is the best way to ask, is it alright if I do this? Please may I do this? 

That is a polite way of asking. Now, we will practice over here and you will see how simple it is.  
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Verb in te form, itte matte [FL] plus [FL] is what we want to practice. This te form you have 

done with [FL], te form with [FL]. We just did in our exercises. So, well the same te form is over 

here, verb in te form plus mo [FL]. Now, practice using this [FL]. You can see it very clearly 

from here now if you want to, you have your exams or you are supposed to study. You are 

supposed to do you [FL] and just at that time you feel like watching TV or you feel like listening 

to music or you want to go play with your friends, so what are you going to do? Well, you ask 

your mother what did she supposed to say. Well, we will see right away what she says. [FL] is it 

alright if I watch TV now? [FL] now, [FL] is not going to be used over here naturally because it 

is mother, someone older. It is not a request. She will say [FL]. [FL] as is given over here. [FL]. 

So, let us see what happens. Now, you have [FL] and you have [FL] and [FL] and [FL]. 

Naturally if it is not your [FL] your friend, then [FL] is going to be used in polite form and if it is 

someone older, then it can stop over here as well. 

For example, [FL] simple answer [FL] a direct no, then you have [FL]. For example, you are not 

very comfortable with the smoke of tobacco. So, your friend will ask [FL] please do not smoke 

over here or you going to have dinner in just half an hour. Before dinner you want to have [FL] 

which is snacks. So, naturally [FL] will say [FL]. So, that is how you will use and you can ask 

[FL] probably you could ask [FL]. Any of these. 
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Then, you have comparisons over here. There is a simple small picture of this girl. She cannot 

read. So, she wants to buy new specs and what happens [FL] or a direct answer [FL] you can buy 

permission is given. Then, you can also say [FL] direct answer because it is someone who is 

older to you and your [FL] who can be very informal or just a direct answer. You could say [FL], 

then [FL]. So, you have two forms, three forms over here joined together. [FL] I want to buy, 

[FL] thus, [FL] for the purpose of buying, [FL] and [FL] that is alright you can go and you can 

only use very informally where you very informal and older than the person you are using too. 

You cannot use yo with your teachers or people older to you. Then, we have [FL] together with 

and [FL] can say [FL] just a simple [FL] you can reply in anyway which you want. There is 

another picture. We have for you going for a walk with a dog. Well, [FL] you have dozo over 

here. It could be just a simple answer dozo. [FL] It is alright if you go. It is alright with me if you 

gozo that is asking permission. 
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Now, if you do not want to give permission, then what do you say? You have this gentleman 

over here watching TV. Well, [FL] asking [FL] polite [FL] or [FL] it is alright with me if you 

watch [FL]. [FL] please do not watch and then, [FL] is no you cannot watch, [FL] if you watch it 

is not something that I am going to accept. So, when you refuse, then you can use this form, [FL] 

not allowed, not acceptable is what it means. Well, then there is another form which is a very 

simple form and please I would like to tell you that the forms covered here in class, in these 

during lectures are forms actually which you will use during daily conversation. These are 

simple forms which are used regularly and easy to remember. So, there is another form which I 

want you to do which is nagara verb plus nagara. Now, how will you make this form and what 

does it mean? Now, how will you make this form? Just remove the mas form from here and put 

nagara which means performing two activities, two actions at the same time. For example, [FL] 

or [FL] or I could also say performing two actions. So, whenever you are performing two 

activities, two actions together simultaneously, then nagara form is used. 
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For example, over here you have Rao san. [FL] I am alright with it. So, Rao san while listening 

to the radio, you do your [FL] you study. So, he says yeah it is alright with me. You can practice 

with this. For example, Rao san [FL] or [FL] a statement and Rao san could say [FL]. I can do 

both or [FL] or [FL]. So, whichever time whenever you do two activities simultaneously, this 

nagara form can be used very easily. Now, over here [FL] you are able to study while listening to 

the radio. [FL] Rao san can also say yeah I am absolutely alright doing both these activities. 
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Then, you can practice over here. For example, this gentleman is talking on the phone and 

writing something. So, well [FL] talking and writing [noise] and of course, you can see Rao san 

over here. He is doing something, listening to music on the radio and [FL] is listening to radio 

while studying. So, this is how you can practice nagara form and do a lot of conversation. You 

have done a lot of things, now lot of forms and I am sure by now you are Japanese is simple and 

you are able to speak and talk and say a lot of things, ask about a lot of things in Japanese. Well, 

you also need to finish your hiragana and katakana which is very important.  
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So, well you have the ba set today. Ba bi bu be bo and the same is for katakana as well. Ba bi bu 

be and bo you can compare the two. Try to remember one at a time. Once this is done, this series 

is done, and then try to go on to the next series please. Then, you have also the pa series and you 

will notice that again the syllables are same except for this small circle over here on top in all. 

So, well pa pi pu pe and po and then, you have pa pi pu pe and po. Please remember that this is 

your katakana and hiragana. Use a graph sheet to write these that will make it very proportionate 

and now we have a couple of kotowaza for you. 
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Well, the first one is [FL] as you can read over here. [FL], one stone two birds is the literal 

meaning of this kotowaza. Now, we have been talking about kotowaza. All along I have been 

telling you that what kotowaza is. These are simple words joined together, simple small 

sentences joined together to say something in a very intelligent way. In a very small sentence 

you are able to say something very important, something which has lot of meaning that is what 

kotowaza is. Proverbs are very cultural also, depending on the culture, depending on the people, 

idioms and phrases are made.  

So, this is very Japanese. This kotowaza literal meaning of kotowaza is right here you have done 

this kanji also, and this is for birds. Now, what does it actually mean? There is an English 

proverb also killing two birds with one stone. It is doing two things by just performing a simple 

single action. So, well this is what it means, but what is the important part in it? The important 

part is that killing one bird itself is something very difficult, a very difficult task if you can 

manage to do something, to get something out of it more than is expected. That is what is more 

important, that is what you should aim for and that is what the Japanese do. That is what 

everybody probably does and would want to actually perform one action and try to get maximum 

benefit from it. 
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So, when you are multitasking, when you are doing a lot of things, then a kotowaza like this, a 

proverb like this helps a lot of killing two birds with one stone. 
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It is doing two things by just getting two things by just performing a single action and well, there 

is another kotowaza for you. 
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You can see this coin over here is neko over here and lot of coins, lot of koban in front of the 

neko. Well, what does it mean? What is the kotowaza? The kotowaza is [FL] is koban is money. 

These are old coins used in Japan long back and money was transferred from one person to other 

in gold coins. So, well showing gold coins something so precious important to a cat, what does it 

mean? Well, it has no meaning at all. If you show something the pressures that important to 

someone who does not appreciate it does not know the meaning or understand the meaning of it, 

it is given over here, giving something a value to a person who does not value it, who does not 

understand the value of the present or thing given to the person does not understand the value of 

what is being given or offered. Giving a gift to someone who cannot appreciate it meaning 

basically a wasted effort like over here. If you give a lot of money to a cat, it does not have any 

meaning. The cat cannot do anything with the money. 

So, please [FL] now the interesting thing what I want to tell you over here with these two 

kotowaza is the complete proverb is never used by the Japanese, and they just say for example 

over here [FL] half of it as you can see over here. [FL]. So, one stone and two birds, is not 

complete. Killing two birds with one stone is the actual meaning. 
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So, well half of it is only used. The whole proverb is never used in Japanese and we have a small 

expression for you now. 
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This you have done earlier as [FL] and dozo. Now, you have this [FL] another expression, [FL] 

we have just done. So, well dozo [FL] so asking permission before entering is what it means. 



You could say simply [FL] and now is you have learnt this well [FL]. Is it alright if I enter and 

after the permission is granted, you may enter dozo [FL]. You have the permission to enter. 
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Now, there is another one over here. [FL] is it alright if I go before you or earlier than you? Well, 

[FL] could also be used. So, you can use [FL] in this pattern. These expressions are very clear. 

They make it very clear how to use it and then, of course in the end, you have your [FL] to do. 

You have your assignments to do and there are lots of assignments for you. 
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You can see of course the kanji is there. Tick the correct kanji. 
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Then, write mas form for these verbs which are in te form. 
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Then, make sentences with the help of clues given. For example, you have kore [FL] is what you 

are supposed to use [FL]. This is the example you can use. These two over here I think is given 

an all these words in English are given. You can try to use these clues and write sentences. 
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Then, what would you do in these situations? So, please write about this about 10 lines each and 

let us see how much you can do. You can check what you have done so far, what you have learnt 



and you can correct it very nicely as all the forms are given and all the vocabulary is given for 

you. So, you can check it out yourself and try to write 10 lines each on these situations that have 

been given over here. 
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With that I will leave you today. 
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[FL] and [FL] is thank you very much and see you next time. 


