
Introduction to Japanese Language and Culture 

Prof. Mrs. Vatsala Misra 

Foreign Language Program 

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur 

 

Lecture - 21 

Hantai kotoba  

Opposites 

 

[FL], yesterday we learnt a lot of new vocabulary, lot of new grammar, some new [kanji] 

characters. So, [FL], let us learn some more Japanese today. [FL], so we will let us see what we 

have here. As we always do, I think it is your assignments. So, well, first of all we will do the 

assignments and then go on to doing our lesson. 

(Refer Slide Time: 01:02) 

 

The first assignment, the first assignment, that I gave you was, match group A with group B. 

These are sentences over here and we are going to match these sentences, they are not in order. 

So, well, let us see where the first one is. [FL], then we have [FL]. With [ka] please remember, 

the intonation is always rising. [FL]. So, we are also practicing i- adjectives here, please pay 

attention to that. [FL]. So, I hope all of you might got right over here, all your sentences are done 

properly. 



(Refer Slide Time: 02:41) 

 

Now, the second one is, as we always do, write the correct reading for the [kanji] characters 

given below. I have the meanings for you listed over here, you can also check the meaning, this 

is also for practice. Well, the first one is, [FL], [Tokyo], which is a place, [FL]. So, well, you can 

also check the meanings in the right column. 

(Refer Slide Time: 04:02) 

 



Now, the third assignment is, write [kanji] characters for the words given below. So, well, let us 

see what it was. [FL], you have the [FL] character right here with the meanings in the extreme 

right. [FL]. We have done all these characters in our previous characters, so I am sure you were 

able to do it properly. [FL], you can also repeat after me for practice [FL]. 

So, well, you can practice these [kanji] characters, write them properly. You have the stroke 

order given to you, you can practice it according to the stroke order. 

(Refer Slide Time: 05:15) 

 

Then, the fourth assignment was, fill in the blanks with proper verbs. We have done verbs earlier 

in [FL] form, in [FL] form, in [FL] form, in [FL] form. So, these are called [FL] form. As I told 

you, all the forms are listed over here and you can go through this and see, what have you done. 



(Refer Slide Time: 05:44) 

 

Then, again we have match [FL] characters in group A with meanings in group B. So, let us see 

what it is. [FL], so you do not have the readings over here, you just have the [FL] characters and 

the meanings in English and you were to match them. Black, [FL]. 

Well, this is very simple. I have, I think told you earlier also, just cut the key and make book out 

of it. Paper is made out of trees, so well, that is what it is. [FL], which is body. Then, [FL], and in 

the end we have [FL]. 



(Refer Slide Time: 06:57) 

 

Now, choose the correct [FL] characters from the brackets below. So, well you have all the [FL] 

listed in the correct [FL], listed in blue. You can check you [FL] and go through it. 
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Now, we have this exercise where there is a small conversation between A and B and you see the 

answer first and then make the question, because you need to put the question word over here. 

So, I will read it out to you one at a time and we will see what it is. [FL] or [FL]. Why, because 



answer is [FL]. If it was, then the answer would have been [FL]. So, we need to put the question 

word [FL] over here. Then, [FL]. 

Now, over here it is a [FL], so [FL]. Let us see what it is, [FL]. [FL], so the question word should 

be [FL]. Then, [FL]. So, well as the answer is [FL], then the question should be [FL]. Let us see 

what it is, [FL]. Now, over here, [FL]. So, the question is [FL]. Then, we have [FL], so [FL] is 

age, 20 years, [FL]. So, let us see what it is. [FL] and [FL], so [FL]. Let us see what it is, [FL]. 

So, well all this is given here to practice, you can speak out aloud with your partner and practice 

like this. 
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Now, we have all the fill in the blanks. Over here, particles you have to fill. So, very quickly I 

will try to read this and we will see what particles are to come over here in the blank spaces. So, 

well, [FL]. So, you will see there are lot of particles. Over here, we have two [karas] in this, one 

[kara] over here and one [kara] over here. The first one is [FL], from the house, [FL] reason is 

being given by the second [kara]. [FL] is to receive or to go pick someone up from a certain 

place, so [FL]. So, this is your particles. 

Now, let us see, if we have any more assignments. No, well, we do not have any more 

assignments for you. I am sure you have done them all very nicely. Well, now for practice we 



have something nice. We have been doing i- adjectives so far and lot of i- adjectives we have 

done in our previous lessons, how to say negative, how to how to join adjectives, also [na] 

adjectives we have done. So, well, we will see some opposites over here. 

(Refer Slide Time: 13:25) 

 

Let us see what they are. In the picture, you can see a polar bear, probably feeling very, very hot 

in the sun. So, well, [atsui]. Then, we have someone shivering, which is [samui]. Then, we have 

someone very happy, so we have [genki]. Opposite of [genki] is [FL], having a headache, not 

well. Then, we have someone in big hurry, looking at his watch, probably late, so [osoi]. And 

then by plane it is [hayai], which is very, very quick and fast. 

Then, we have lion over here and lions are very, very strong, which is [tsuyoi]. Please get the 

pronunciation, it is [tsuyoi], a small t sound is there and it is not [FL], which is an s sound. 

[Tsuyoi] means strong. Then, we have [FL], which is a very, very small animal and [FL] in front 

of the lion, which is strong, [FL] means weak. Then, we have this mountain, as it is in Japan, it 

could be [FL], which is [takai]. Let us see what it is, [FL]. Then, the opposite of [takai] is [hikui]. 

As you can see from here, the size of this person and the size of the mountain, so [takai] and 

[hikui]. 
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Now, then we have more opposites for you. Well, this is an elephant, someone sitting on top is 

[ue]. And then we have another elephant, someone hanging from there, swinging from there 

under the trunk is [shita], as we all did here in class. Then, we have an elephant, which is huge 

and big, [ookii], and we have a [FL], which is very, very small, which is [chiisai]. So, in the 

previous slide, [FL] was with lion, which is strong, [FL] and [FL] and now, [FL] is with [FL], 

which is huge and big. [FL] is huge and big, large and then [FL] is small in front of the [FL]. 

Then, we have this person running over here, [FL], running, very, very thin, so this is [hosoi], 

which is thin in shape and [fosoi], which is fat and thick in size. Then, we have a sweet looking 

girl holding a radish, which is horizontal, so that is [yoko], and the same girl is holding radish 

straight, erect and that is [tate], which is vertical. Then, we have [FL], which is a pig looking at 

us with the nose right in front, which is [mae]. You have done this [mae] earlier and then [FL] 

and tail is very clearly seen over here, which is back, say, you can see [ushiro]. 

So, well, you can practice all this, [FL] and [FL]. You can say these out aloud. 
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Well, we have some more for you, we will practice that as well. Now, you can see, we did [futoi] 

in our previous slide. This is also for shapes over here, [futoi] and then we have [hosoi], thin 

shape and size. Then, you can see the sun shining bright, this is [FL] and we have moon in the 

night, it is dark, [kurai]. Then, we have these people working somewhere, reading, writing 

something, busy with something, that is [isogashii] and this girl sitting very nicely, all alone, 

doing nothing, that is [hima]. 

So, well, opposite of [futoi] is [hoshoi], [akarui] is [kurai], [isogashii] is [hima]. And then we 

have one more slide for you. Here, you can see this small girl sitting all alone, all morose and 

sad, probably just about to weep, that is, [kanashii] and we have this people here, smiling and 

happy, that is [tanoshii]. 

So these are some adjectives some opposites for you please practice them out aloud [noise]. 
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Now, there is small audio, listen to this audio and let us see how much you understand. 

[FL] 

(Refer Slide Time: 21:22) 

 

Well, I will read this out to you now and explain whatever is new. [FL]. 



So, well there are a few things, which are new to you over here. This is a conversation between 

A and B. I am sure this is understood. [FL], what are you going to do on Sunday. [FL], on 

Sunday I will go to my friend’s house. [FL], is something over there? [FL]. We just did [kara], 

which is reason, in our exercises, in our assignments. So, well, [kara] is reason for a certain 

activity and [FL] this also we have done in our previous lessons. So, this is a small revision here. 

[FL] means performing an activity at a certain place. [FL], is that so? [FL], is present. [FL], not 

yet. [FL], where are you going to buy? [FL]. So, well, this is a simple conversation. I will do the 

explanation and we will practice after that. 
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This is given in the script as you can see. And now, I am trying to add a few [kanji] characters 

also for you, all the [kanji] characters that we have done and some, which we have not done also. 

So, I am putting those over here and we will practice those as well. 
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Then, this is the simple explanation of the dialogue. The explanation may not be exact what is in 

Roman. It is a simple or it is simply what you would say in English. So, that is very important. 

Whenever you read this conversation please keep this in mind, that it may not be exactly the 

same. It is what you would finally say in English because if you will do a literal translation, then 

the meaning is lost some time. 
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So, well we had [nanika] in our conversation. So, well, as you can see, it is an interrogative 

word. It is a word made out of two question words, which is [nani] and [ka]. So, you just join the 

two and make [nanika] out of it. [Nanika] means something or anything. So, how will you, how 

will you use? [FL], well, it is given over here. [FL], is something over there? [FL], did something 

happen? Do you have a problem? [FL], do you want something? So, it can be used in different 

situations. 

You must be remembering we did [FL] in our previous lesson somewhere, [dareka]. So, [dare] is 

for people, as you can see, [dare] is for people, which is who in English and [nani] is for things. 

So, remember that. Well, we did in our previous slide, [FL]. For example, in a room you can ask 

[FL]. So, with person you will use [FL] and [FL], is no one is present over there and over here, 

[FL]. Do you have a problem? Is something there? Has something happened? [FL], can be the 

answer if there is nothing. So, that is how you would use [FL]. 

(Refer Slide Time: 26:46) 

 

Now, you can practice [nanika] over here. For example, like this, [FL]. Will you eat something? 

[FL]. So, now [FL], will you eat something, and if you say, [FL] and [FL]. What is the 

difference? Can you tell me the difference? There is a slight difference over here, see, a slight 

difference. [FL], will you have something, I am asking you. 



For example, if we go somewhere, if we go to the restaurant or just to a shop and I just ask you 

over there, [FL]. Will you have something to drink? Would you like a cold drink? And if I ask 

you [FL], what do you want to drink or what do you want to eat. See, [FL] and over here also 

you can say, [FL]. So, now think about this today, think about the difference between the two, 

look up the books and then we will talk about it again in our next lesson. 

Over here we can practice [FL]. Over here you can replace [tabemasu] with [FL]. So, you can 

replace it with any of this over here. For example, [FL]. So, you can try to give these examples. 

You can try to practice this with your partner. 
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Now, we have also done particle [de], particle [de]. We have done particle [de] as mode of 

transport where you go from one place to another by a certain mode of transport, which generally 

would be either a car or a cycle or a bus, a train, ship, a plane. So, you transport yourself, take 

yourself from point A to point B by any of these vehicles or things that we just mentioned. 

You have also done [de] in another form. You have done [de] as you use a tool to perform a 

certain activity. For example, you could use a pen or a pencil to write a paper, a thesis paper or a 

letter. So, you can write a [FL], [sakubun], which is an essay, [FL], [sakubun], which is an essay. 

So, you could use a pencil or a pen to do this. You could use a screw driver to put in a nail. So, 



well, with the help of a certain thing you perform a certain activity with noun and another 

activity is performed. So, over here we will do this [de], which is, which I have done just very 

slightly in the previous chapter. 

[De], when you perform a certain activity at a certain point, so noun 1 [wa] place [de] perform an 

activity, which generally would be a verb because verbs are action words. So, well, we will see 

how it done. [FL]. So, noun 1 [wa] place [de] perform an activity, that is how you would be 

doing using [de], particle [de] over here. Is that all right, all of you? So, please practice right 

away. There is a particle showing a location where an action occurs. [FL]. So, that is how you 

would practice particle [de] and make sentences. 
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So, we have some verbs for you, let us see how we will use them. You see some children playing 

in the pool, [FL]. What are we going to say? Well, [FL], you swim in the pool. Then, we have 

another picture where [FL] is having food. Where is he having food? [FL]. Then, we have these 

children playing. What are they doing? Well, [FL]. 

Then, we have another picture where we have [Tanaka san] doing something, where is he let us 

see. [FL] is your office, [FL] what is he doing? He is working, so [FL]. Then, we have another 



picture for you. Someone is watching television, so [FL]. What is he doing can you tell me? 

Well, [FL]. 

So, you can practice like this and please, I have been telling all along, practice loudly. 
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Then, there is another [FL] for you, this is [FL], the [kanji] for [FL] is also given. Very soon we 

will have everything written in Japanese only, so get used to the character script as well. Now, 

there is picture of a person using a brush to make a painting. Brush is called a [FL]. So, with the 

help of something you do another activity, you perform an activity. So, well brush, [FL]. So, this 

[de] is with the help of something. Over here also, we, this gentleman is writing something with 

pen. So, well, [FL]. Then, we have someone cleaning [FL]. [Houki] is this broom and [FL] or 

[FL] is cleaning the whole area. Then, we have someone having tea and pouring sugar cubes in 

the cup. So, well, [FL], to put. And someone is talking on phone. So, while using the phone to 

talk, [FL]. 

So, you have both the [des] over here, particle [de] in the previous slide where action is 

performed and particle [de] where with the help of something an action is being formed. 
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So, now listen to the audio conversation over here. [FL]. 

(Refer Slide Time: 37:13)  

 

And let us see what we have to practice in this. I hope most of it is clear. I will read it out once to 

you. 



[FL]. So, over here question is left incomplete for the person to answer and the intonation is 

rising with [wa], you will notice. [Gurai], of course, we have done earlier and there is [kara] over 

here. Then, the conversation goes ahead and we have, [FL]. So, it is close by, thus it takes only 

15 minutes, approximately 15 minutes. [FL]. So, the intonation, you can see, that is really 

wonderful, that is really nice. 

So, this was the conversation. I will not explain each and every thing as I am sure, by now we are 

almost half way through with our lectures, so you should be able to understand a lot of things. 

Then, this is a simple explanation of the dialogue. 
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So, well, this is your script again and you can look up the verbs, the [kanji] characters that you 

do not understand, in a dictionary. Get used to looking up a [kanji], looking up a Japanese 

dictionary. 
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Now, [kara]. We have done this a number of time, this is just a slight revision, how to use it. 

Now, for you, how to say different things in [kara], how to use i- adjectives, how to use verbs. 

So, well, [kara] is a particle and indicates reason or cause and you will notice, that the reason is 

given first in Japanese and then whatever you are doing because of the reason given. 

Over here you can see, [FL], because it is far away, [FL], let us go at 8 o’ clock [FL]. [FL], 

because I am, [FL] today, thus [FL], thus I will go tomorrow. So, I over here is not mentioned. 
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Well, you can practice [kara] now. [FL], so [FL]. How to use i- adjectives with [kara]. [FL] is, it 

is hurting, I have headache, so [atama] is head, [FL]. Now, you can replace [FL] for [FL]. 

[Onaka] is your stomach, [FL]. [FL] is your feeling, how you are feeling, [FL]. So, you can give 

n number of reasons for not performing a certain activity. 

Now, [FL]. So, over here you are giving a reason for, this is the reason for not doing this. You 

can change this as this is given in slide. [FL]. You can also change this over here, [FL]. So, you 

can give any reason like this for not performing certain activity and you can change as you want. 

Now, practice now this with your partner. 
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Now, we have practice giving reasons for a certain activity. So, you have some pictures over 

here. Well, [Tanaka san] has a stomach ache. [FL]. So, what are you going to say? [FL], I will 

not go anywhere. So, well, let us see what the second picture says. [Tanaka san] has a headache. 

So, what is for headache? I just told you in the previous slide, [FL]. So, [FL]. Then, we have the 

third slide here, which has [FL], working very hard in his office. So, what does he have to say? 

[FL]. 

So, you can replace it like this and practice. 
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Now, over here we have A and B. A is asking a question, [FL]. So, as in our previous slide, [FL] 

working, he says [FL]. So, [FL] can be changed for [FL]. Also, you can give different reasons 

[FL] or you can also say, [FL]. It is very, very far, so I will not go. [FL], library, [FL]. It is very 

cold inside, thus I will not go. So, well these are some of the things, some of examples, which 

you can use and practice at home. 
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Now, we have been doing hiragana all along in our lessons. You have the [yeah] series. Look at 

this one, a very nice curve, two and then three. Then, we have [FL] like this, [FL] and from top 

to bottom and then we have [FL]. So, you have all three together. Now, I want to tell you 

something. It is just [FL] and [FL], just the three, [FL] is not there at all. This is similar to [FL] 

and [FL] has been removed. So, we just have three in this set of [FL]. 
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Now, as I always do, now I am doing [kanji]. Now, also we have two [kanjis] listed here, [hidari] 

and [migi]. [Hidari] means left and [migi], right. So, I will make this character for you. One, two, 

three, four and five, [FL]. Once again, one, two, three, four and five, [FL]. We also have [migi] 

over there, one, two, three, four and five. Once again, one, two, three, four and five. Now, this is 

a, this is a combination of characters over here, meanings over here, for [hidari]. 
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You will just see it is a five stroke character and you can see something given over here on your 

screen. There is a hand, it is a combination of hand and the carpenter’s scale. Generally, the 

carpenter would hold the scale with his left hand and then draw his lines and cut the board. So, 

that is how [hidari] is for left. And you can see, is 5-stroke character, one, two, three, four and 

then the last one is five over here. So, well this is how [FL] is made, the concept of [hidari]. 
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Then, we have [migi] and right hand over here. Well, it is very simple. All of us eat with our 

right hands, so well, this is the hand and to eat your rice or whatever it is, with your right hand, 

put it in your mouth and that is how [migi] is come into being. This is also a 5-stroke character, 

one, two, three and then this is the fourth one and then this is the fifth one. So, we have these two 

characters [hidari] and [migi]. 
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Then, I would also like you to do some verbs. So, there are two verbs listed over there. This 

character you have done, if you remember, like this, one, two, three, four and five. Once again, 

one, two, three, four and five. So, what do you think? Do you remember what it is? We did it 

long back. Well, this is [FL]. And what do you do with your eyes? Well, you see with your eyes. 

So, one, two, three, four, five, six and seven and this is [FL]. So, well, [FL] is one verb that we 

will do. 

Then, there is another one, which is listed, which is [FL]. You have been doing [FL] all along, so 

[FL]. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight and then nine. So, it is a 9-stoke character, very 

simple to make, not very difficult. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight and nine, so it is a 

nine stroke character, [FL]. 



So, we have these two characters, [FL]. Once again I will make it. And then we have [hidari] and 

[migi]. These are the four characters. 
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And now, [FL]. How has [FL] come into being? We have [FL] first. So, well you have rice bowl 

in front of you and you eat it. It is placed on something, you cover it and it is to be eaten, so that 

is [FL]. You have the rice bowl, it is covered with another bowl and then it placed on something. 

So, well that is [FL]. 
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Then, you have [FL]. The eye is given over here with a person walking. So, when you walk, you 

need to keep your eyes open and walk properly, that is, the stroke order is one, two, three, four, 

five, six and seven. So, it is a 7-stroke character and we already know, that [FL] is a 9-stroke 

character. 
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Now, you have some vocabulary, the vocabulary that we have done in class. I will just read it 

out, you can practice it at home and over here you can say after me. The meanings are given here 

in purple, the [FL] is in blue. 

[FL]. 
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We have some more vocabulary today. 

[FL]. 

So, the meanings are given over here, you can go through the meanings. 
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Now, as I have been doing proverbs in our, in some of our lessons. Well, today there is also a 

proverb to you, a very famous Japanese proverb. [FL] is a monkey, [FL] is tree and [ochiru] is to 

fall. So, it is, even monkeys can fall from trees. So, even the best of people can make mistakes. 

So, you should never be shy of making mistakes, always learn from them. 

Over here you can see, [FL] is down here under the tree, has had a bad fall, is feeling bad, but I 

am sure will not make the same mistake again. So, once please you could repeat after me. [FL], 

that is, even monkeys can fall from trees. 
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So, well we have some new words with the [FL] that we had done. [FL]. So, well these are some 

of the [kanjis] used over here. You can see how they are used. The [kanjis] you can check out 

and try to write. 
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Now, your time begins, my time is over, your time starts now. You have to do all the 

assignments at home. There are lots of them for you. 



So, well, look at the picture and tell what they are saying, is one. 

(Refer Slide Time: 57:23) 

 

 Then, we have match the columns A and B. 
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Then, look at the picture and make sentences using adjectives and give reasons for doing the 

activity. For example, you can say, [FL]. So, you can try like this. 



(Refer Slide Time: 57:50) 

 

There is fill in the blanks. The words are here for you, verbs are here and you can put verbs in 

proper forms in the brackets. 
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Then, look at the picture and fill in the blanks with verbs in proper form. 
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As done in our previous lesson, you need to fill in the blanks with appropriate particles. Read it 

carefully and then fill in the particles. 
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Then, fill in the blanks with interrogative words. So, well read the sentence and then make the 

question and put the word. 
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Again, match the words in column A with words in column B. You only have [kanji] character 

and the meanings, try to match those and that is your assignments. Those are your assignments. 

Do them at home, revise what we have done in class here, go over the lesson and be prepared, 

come prepared for our next lesson. 

See you next time, till then [FL]. 


