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Conditional Executions and Loops

Welcome to the next lecture on the course Introduction to R Software. You may kindly

recall that in the earlier lecture, we started the topic of conditional execution. And we had

seen that there are different ways to get it done. And out of those ways we had discuss

only the one option in the last lecture. 

(Refer Slide Time: 00:42)

And just for a quick revision on the last lecture we had done the, if conditional execution

and we have taken different example by which we try to learn; that how the if statement

can be executed. The rule was very very simple, you have to simply write here if, and

then whatever condition you want to check here, inside the bracket and if this condition

is true: then all this statement whatever you are writing here this will be executed, and if

this condition is not satisfied, then you can put here another condition, if this condition is

true, then this will be executed.

And suppose, if both of these conditions are not true, then the third condition which is

written here that will be executed, but this condition is followed by the statement else,

this is called as if else statement. 
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Now after this, let us try to look into the another statement.  This is, a sort of if else

statement, but this has a different format, and this has different types of utilities. First of

all, if you try to understand what is the syntax? The part which I am circling this is if else

i f e l s e all in small letters. After this inside this bracket, I am writing here test. This is a

statement which you want to test.

Now, when you are testing a statement, there are two options. This statement can be true

or  this  statement  can  be  false;  that  means,  the  answer  will  be  either  yes,  when  the

statement is true or the answer will be no if the statement is false. So, in case if the

statement is true: then the control comes over here and here, whatever I have written as

say y e s yes, here I have to write down the statement which has to be executed. Next

option is that: suppose this condition which I am trying to test this is false in that case the

control  comes over here,  what  I  have written  here as  say no and then whatever  the

statement I have written in place of no that is executed.

So, you can see that under the same format, this syntax is giving us an opportunity to

write  down  the  condition  and  based  on  that  if  the  condition  is  correct  or  not,  the

appropriate statement is executed. One advantage of a this statement is this that a this

statement  can be used over  the  vector  valued evaluations  and the conditions  can  be

checked. And here in this part you can read it I am trying to explain, what do you mean

by here true and false. I am simply trying to see here that when I am trying to take a



vector  valued  expression  then  the  components  in  the  vector  valued  expressions  are

logically tested by the expression what is mentioned under the test, and in case if the

logical answer of this statement comes out to be true, then whatever a statement I have

written under the yes, that is executed.

And similarly, the opposite also holds true. That whenever I am trying to consider any

component of this vector; then whatever is the statement given under the test, is executed

and if the answer is false: then whatever a statement I have given under here no, that is

executed right ok.
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So, now let us try to take some examples and try to understand it. What do I really mean

by saying these statements? Suppose I try to generate a data set, containing the value 1,

2, 3, 4 up to 10. And I try to store all this value under a variable, say here x. So, by this

statement x less than hyphen 1 colon 10, this is a statement to generate a sequence of

numbers starting from 1 to 10 at an interval of plus one. Well, you may get surprised at

how this statement comes into picture.

But as I told you earlier, very soon we will be discussing all these types of different

possibilities to generate the numbers or to generate the data set. Here you can believe on

me that this will generate a sequence of numbers from 1 to 10. Now if you want to

verify, what is the outcome you can see here that as soon as I try to type x on the R

console, this gives me this output. Now I am going to use this data and I would like to



expose it over the condition or the syntax if else. Now, what I want to do here if you try

to see; first I am writing here if else, then inside these bracket signs I am writing here

first statement x less than 6, second statement is x square and third statement is x plus 1.

Now, in case if you go by a rule, then earlier I had written here 3 things you can see here

just for the sake of understanding, I am circling it test yes and no. Now here in this case,

this becomes my test, this becomes my statement for yes and this becomes my statement

for no. What does this mean? As we had discussed, the control will come over here the

statement under test. And it will try to test whether this statement is right or wrong, true

or false. In case if the statement is correct: then this is going to be executed. And suppose

if this statement turns out to be false for a given value of x then the next statement x plus

1 will be executed.

So, in very simple words I have written here, but I will write down here that if x is less

than 6 then the value x will be replaced by x square and if x is smaller than 6 is true, and

if  x  is  greater  than or equal  to 6 is  false.  So,  this  becomes my true value,  and this

becomes my here false value. And in this case, x is going to be replaced by the value x

plus 1. Before I go further, let us try to execute it see the outcome and then we will try to

understand how the things are happening. First I try to generate the data here over the R

console. Now, you can see here that this is giving me a sequence of values from 1 to 10.
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Now, I  try to write  down this  condition over  here.  So,  you can see here,  this  is  the

outcome which I am getting. The screenshot of this statement is given in the next slide

that you can see this is the same thing what we are observing, from the R console. Now

let us come back on the earlier slide, and try to see, what does this R is trying to do.

Now, let us try to see what really this program is doing. You can see here x takes value 1

to 10. So, let us try to take here first value x equal to 1.

Now, you can see here I have to compare with the condition x less than 6; that means, 1

is less than 6. There are 2 options. Either this can be true or this can be false. What do

you think? Yeah; obviously, 1 is a smaller than 6, so this condition is true; and so this

becomes  my here yes.  And when this  condition  is  true you have seen here then the

condition becomes here that value of x is going to be replaced by x square and this

becomes 1 square and this is equal to here 1. Now, since we have mentioned that in this

case, the control goes over the entire vector.

So, here I have taken the first value of the vector. Now the control will go to the second

value. What is second value? X equal to 2. Now again I have to check whether this value

is smaller than 6 or greater than 6; it is smaller than 6, answer again comes out to be yes

and then x will be replaced by x square which is your here 2 square that is, 4; and that is

why you get here this outcome. And similarly I try to take here another example say here

x equal to suppose say here 8. Now the condition under the test will check whether 8 is

smaller than 6. The answer is no, this is not correct.

So, the answer is that this statement is false. And when this statement is false; then we

can see here, that the second condition under no, that has to be executed. And in this case

we can see here, in this case x is going to be replaced by x plus 1, and this will become

here 8 plus 1 which is equal to here 9. And you can see here, this is the value here which

is here 9 and similarly the entire expression will be executed. And all these expressions I

have given here that for x equal to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 the conditions remain true, that each of

this value is smaller than 6, so the variable x is replaced by x square that is 1, 2 square, 3

square, 4 square and 5 square.

And as soon as, the condition is violated; that means, for the numbers 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

The condition that x less than 6 is not true, but it is false. So, in this case the variable is

replaced by x plus 1. Now, in this case the values will be replaced by 6 plus 1, 7 plus 1



which is 8; 8 plus 1 which is here 9, 9 plus 1 and here 10 plus 1. So, now, you can see

based on this conditional statement,  whether the condition is true or not the required

statement is executed and the values move in a vector.

After, this let us try to take a new topic which is again a control structure in R.
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And,  this is about loops. What is the loop and what is its meaning in the programming

language.  Whenever,  we  are  trying  to  write  a  program,  many  times  we  have  a

requirement that some statements have to be repeated for certain number of times. The

number of times can either be known, or they may be unknown to us. In case if the

number of times, a command has to be repeated is known to us that means, the same

process has to be repeated again and again inside a loop.

The second situation can be that we really do not know that how many times a process

has to be repeated, but we have certain conditions. For example, a student can be asked

to appear in an exam unless and until; he gets 70 percent of marks. So, we really do not

know whether the 70 percent marks will come in the first exam or the second time or the

third time and or say so on. Second situation can be a student knows that I have to appear

in 3 exams. So in the second case, the number of repetitions are fixed, but in the first

case the number of repetitions are unknown to us, and they will be known to us only

when the condition is satisfied that means, the student gets the required marks right.



So, in order to do such a repetitive a process of commands or the execution of repetitive

commands, we are going to discuss here 3 types of loop. One is called for loop, other is

called while loop, and third is called repeat loop. And these three loops are used under

different  types  of  condition  you will  try  to  understand  their  syntax  as  well  as  their

examples.
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First, we take up the; for loop. The for loop is useful, when the number of repetition is

known to us; that means, before I am starting my programming, I know in advance that

how many times the program has to be repeated.

For example, if I say that the process has to be repeated say small a number of times.

First time, second time, third time up to nth time, where n is some finite number. In this

situation it is recommended to use a for loop. And the syntax of for loop is very simple,

just try to write down here for and inside these brackets try to write down the name of

the vector in which the values are assigned and inside this curly bracket you have to

write all the commands which have to be executed. And then whatever the values are

contained in  the vector  over  here,  they are sequentially  computed for  the statements

which are written inside the curly brackets and all operations are done whatever we have

mentioned it.

Now, the question comes, suppose I want to know more about this for. Then the rule is

very very simple, just go to the R software and then try to get here help. For example,



here I can type out here help and inside the inverted comma say here for and you will see

here the control comes over here.
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So, you can see here all these information has been, given online. And that is coming

directly from the site of R project. And here they are trying to give all information about

for loop, while loop, repeat loop and believe me this is the most authentic information.
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The only hurdle is that you need to read it carefully right.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:28)

So, here we are trying to take, some of the things and then we are trying to understand it.

Once you understand these basic functions, then depending on the need, you can execute

these commands, you can read these syntaxes in more detail and can do the required job. 
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Let us try to take a simple example and try to understand, how this for loop is executed.

First if you try to understand what is written over here, first this is the statement for the

for, then inside these 2 brackets,  I am trying to write  i  in 1 to 5.  This is  a standard

statement where I try to write i in 1 colon 5, this means the first value of i is going to be

taken is i equal to 1, that is the starting value from say here.

Then, the next value will be taken as here, i equal to 2. Next value will be i equal to 3,

next value will be i equal to 4, and after this the last value will be i equal to 5, which is a

here 5 is coming from here. This is the meaning of this. In case if you do not want to take

these values in a sequence, then there is another command we can combine all the values

inside the vector and you will see it in another example. Now in this curly brackets I am

writing a very simple command, print i square. This print is a very simple command, to

print the outcome on the screen.

So, what I am trying to say here that the values there are now 5 values here 1, 2, 3, 4 and

5 which are contained in this bracket. From here these values will be transferred to the

statement inside the curly bracket one by one, and the statement will be executed and this

outcome will be recorded for each and every value. Now, you see what will happen here.

First of all i equal to 1 will go into the commands. And I am asking simply print i square;

that means, 1 square. 1 square is 1. So, 1 has to be printed. Now in the next repetition

this will take up the next value i equal to 2, and the command that print i square will be



executed and the answer will be here 2 square which is equal to here 4. You can see here

that here the answer is 1 and here the answer here is 4.

And, similarly this command will be repeated, and for i equal to 3 we will get the answer

9 that a 3 square, i equal to 4 i will get the answer 4 square which is 16, and for i equal to

5, we have an answer 5 square which is equal to here 25, and you can see here these

values are printed here. So, you can see that the execution is happening one by one, one

at a time, and for all the values in the vector. So just by doing or just by writing one

simple syntax using the for loop, I can repeat the operation 5 times. And in case if I want

to repeat it for more number of times, I simply have to change my index.

So, let us try to do it over the R console, and try to see what happens.
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You can see here, this is giving me 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, this is 1 square, 2 square, 3 square, 4

square, 5 square. Now suppose I want to get here i square plus say i cube. Now, I can do

the same thing. Now you can see here whatever are the values are obtained, they are the

values for i equal to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, it is giving the me the value of 1 square plus 1 cube, 2

square plus 2 cube, 3 square plus 3 cube and so on.

And, suppose if I want to repeat  this for process for say for more than say 5 times,

Suppose, I say I want to repeat this process for say 20 times.



(Refer Slide Time: 23:26)

So, anyway no issues; just try to write down this command and try to change here the

values say here 20. Now as soon as you press enter, you get here all the 20 values here. 
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And, suppose if I say no I do not want to go by, from say 1 to 20, but I want to go only

from say 15 to 20. Now the process will start from i equal to 15, and then this value will

be calculated. So, you can see here, you have only here 6 values for i equal to 15, 16, 17,

18, 19 and 20.



So, you can see here that execution of this for loop is not difficult at all, but it is very

very useful for us right.
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Now, let us try to take another example. In the earlier example, I have taken the values in

a sequence. Something likes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and then 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Now suppose you do not

want all these values to be in a sequence, but you have some your own predefined values

and you want to repeat the execution of command for those given values. So, just for the

sake of  simplicity, I  have taken here the values  4 values,  2,  4,  6 and 7,  and I  have

combined them inside a vector. And I am assigning it to a variable here i. Remember I

will go sequentially one by one inside a vector, and that is the beauty of this for loop.

And, then these values will be taken from this statement inside this bracket. And then

whatever is my statement inside this curly bracket that is going to be executed. In this

case, also I try to use the same print command that is a function to print the argument

right. So although, I have given you here the screenshot, but let us try to understand,

what is really happening? So, you can see here that there are here 4 values, 2, 4, 6 and 7.

Now, I takes here the first value, say here i equal to 2. And then the control goes to print i

square, which is here print 2 square, and the answer comes out to be here 4. And you can

see in the output either on the screen or over the screenshot that we are getting the same

thing.



Now, I try to take some more values. I try to take here the next value which is here 4. So,

I becomes here 4, and in this case the value of i square which is equal to here 4 square is

printed and the answer comes out to be here 16. This is denoted over here, or the second

value right. So, this thing correspond to i equal to 2, this correspond to i equal to 4, and

similarly if you try to take the fourth value 7; that means, i equal to here 7 and the 7

square here is  49 and this  is  printed over  here.  So,  you can see here that  from this

statement all these values are coming to this one, one by one.

And the commands are repeated for 4 times. So, if you have some other values you can

again do it yourself and if you want to see its outcome, let us try to do it over the R

console.
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So, now you can see here the outcome, which is also given in the screenshot over here.

Now, at this stage I stop here and I have given you one example of this loop. Now my

request is that,  you please try to practice it try to understand the concept of loop by

taking several examples. And in the next turn I will try to take another 2 loops and we

will try to move forward till then goodbye.


