
Technology forecasting for strategic decision making - An Introduction 

Professor Bala Ramadurai 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 

Professor Dmitry Kucharavy 

EM Strasbourg Business School 

Quiz on Systems and Set 

Okay, hello there and welcome to the technology forecasting for strategic decision making. You 

must have seen the videos that we recommended that you see on systems and sets. Okay, this 

video, a short video is going to be about introducing you or just quickly checking whether you 

understood what it is. So, it is going to be a series of quiz questions, not for evaluation, this is 

just to do a self-test. So, the first question is, you will now, right now you will see a group of 

people standing in a bus stop.  

(Refer Slide Time: 00:49) 

 

You have to now tell me or tell yourself whether this is a system or a set. Is this a system or a 

set? What you see is a group of people standing in a bus stop. Now, is this a system or a set, 

okay? So, that is the first question. Okay, hang on, the second question now.  



 

(Refer Slide Time: 01:24) 

 

Now, you see a group of people now. This time, they are working in a construction site, that is 

what you see. Now, is this a system or a set? At the end I will give all the answers. Right now, 

just take a guess or if you understood from what you learnt in the video, you can be, you will be 

able to tell whether it is a system or a set. Okay, so that was the second question. Now, I move 

on to the third one. Now, is this a system or a set?  
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All you see is a bunch of LEGO bricks. Now, is this a system or a set? Okay, so that is the third. 

Now, let us move on to fourth. I have a visual demo, let me just, hang on, let me see if you can 

see this. 
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I have shown this earlier in my video, my son's creation. You can clearly tell what it is, a bunch 

of LEGO bricks also, okay. Now, is this a system or a set? Okay, four questions. First was a 

group of people in a bus stop. Second was group of people in a construction site. The third one 

was a pile of LEGO bricks and the third one is this LEGO creation, okay.  

After you are done, if you want you can pause the video, I am going to give out the answers so 

that you can check if you got it right or if you need to reexamine your own definition of whether 

it is a system or a set. The first one, group of people in a bus stop is a set that is no 

interconnection between these people.  

They are all different people with no functional relationship, nothing tying them together except 

their standing in around the same place at the same time. The second one, group of people in a 

construction site, definitely a system because they have hierarchy, they have functions, they have 

things to do and etc. etc. 

So, that is all, because they have interconnections that forms a system. Okay, the pile of LEGO 

bricks that was the third one, that is a set as well, because it is just a pile, there is no 



interconnection, it does not represent anything, it is just lying there, it is a pile. Like a group of 

people in a bus stop, it is a set.  

The last one, as you would have guessed, my son's creation, that is definitely a system because 

there is a functionality, there is a hierarchy, there is a position, there are interrelationships. One 

can only be on this side to form this shape, right. So that is a system. So, this is a short quiz to, 

sort of, get you up to speed on the difference between a system and a set. 

A system emerges, as you saw in that video, a system emerges due to interrelationships, due to 

relationship between the objects in the system itself. Hope that was useful. See you in the next 

module. 


