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Welcome back to the M O O C course on Research Writing. My name is Aradhna Malik

and I will help you with this course from the beginning. So, this is the last lecture today.

So, what we will do in this lecture is, I like to tie loose ends, I like to go through the

whole series of slides that I have shown you. So, Shantu [FL] focus [FL]. We will start

again. 

Welcome back to the M O O C course on research writing. My name is Aradhna Malik

and I am helping you with this course and today this is the last lecture of this course. So,

in this lecture what we will do is, we will wrap up I like to wrap up the whole series of

lectures and I like to go through the material that I have discussed with my students and

then reach you know tie and loose ends and then highlight the sections that could have

been confusing for you all. So, that is what we will do in this lecture and I like to term

this last lecture as a wrap up session. So, that is what we do here. So, let us see what we

discussed through the course of the the the the four weeks that you were with us.

(Refer Slide Time: 01:41)



So, we started off we talked about research writing. We discussed what research writing

was. 

(Refer Slide Time: 01:44)

We talked about the applications of research writing the different stages.

(Refer Slide Time: 01:48)

We talked about up you know we discussed this, these in detail.



(Refer Slide Time: 01:52)

Then we discussed why it is important for you to disseminate research. 

(Refer Slide Time: 01:56)

We also discussed the diagrams from the Bjork paper that you know detailed why it is

important  to  disseminate  research  results,  what  are  the  impacts  of  dissemination  of

research results.



(Refer Slide Time: 02:02)

 (Refer Slide Time: 02:09)

Then we talked about how you can disseminate your research, how you can share it with

others who can make use of it we talked about.



(Refer Slide Time: 02:19)

Then we moved on to the process of publication. We discussed again from the Bjork’s

paper  you  know,  how  you  can  get  your  articles  published  or  how  you  can  get  a

manuscript published. 

(Refer Slide Time: 02:28)

We discussed various communication styles.



(Refer Slide Time: 02:31)

We talk about you know I give you excise that you could do on your own in which you

could discover your own writing style. 

(Refer Slide Time: 02:40)

Then we talked about the writing process. We discussed how you can you know how you

can start writing your papers. 



(Refer Slide Time: 02:49)

We talked about creativity; we discussed various methods of brainstorming or bringing

about creativity in your writing. 

(Refer Slide Time: 02:51)

And we talked about the 3-P method. The 3-P is being the points, the physical features

and the purpose.



(Refer Slide Time: 03:05)

And then we talked about the PTP exercise; the Pass Through Prism exercise.

(Refer Slide Time: 03:11)

We talked about the PNI: Positive, Negative, Interesting exercise.



(Refer Slide Time: 03:14)

We talked about brainstorming and you know as a way of exploring ideas.

(Refer Slide Time: 03:21)

Then we talked about freewriting. 



(Refer Slide Time: 03:25)

We talked about looping.

(Refer Slide Time: 03:29)

We talked about clustering, various ways of generating ideas that you may come across.

So, we discussed how to start your research or to start before you start writing. You need

to lay everything out and then you keep getting ideas and you digging, keep digging

more, you find out more and research writing and actually doing the research go hand in

hand and that is something that I am not really talked about. So, I am going to you know

add that to this lecture, that writing about what you doing and actually doing it go hand



in hand. You cannot do a research and conduct your research, till you written a portion of

it, till you have your thoughts in order. In order to get your thoughts in order, first you

need to know what is out there.

So, you first your you open your mind to the different ideas that are there. And that is

why this whole these exercises on brainstorming are very important. You need to, you

narrow down and area and then you start wondering, you know what is going on between

these two or three things that you want to connect or what you want to explore. So, first

you let your mind free and you find out everything there is to find out. And then you start

digging digging digging and then you start reading what are the people have said. 

And then certain gaps emerge and then you start connecting the dots and say, that you

know this is what is known, this is what is not known and I need to go to the part where

things are not known and then find out something that I can do you know and start doing

it. So in order to first you are in ring, where you trying to find out what there is to know.

In order to find out more you need to brainstorm, you need to think, you need to let your

mind free. So, that is what is creative exercises will help you do, and they will provide

you leads that you can use to find literature. 

(Refer Slide Time: 05:18)

We discussed the various questions to explain a topic. 



(Refer Slide Time: 05:23)

We talked about asking questions. A different set of slides that I will just open here. 

(Refer Slide Time: 05:36)

And then we talked about finding what to read. We talked about different sources you

know the library etcetera. 



(Refer Slide Time: 05:42)

And then we moved on to online sources. 

(Refer Slide Time: 05:46)

Then we moved on to other sources.



(Refer Slide Time: 05:47)

We talked about evaluating library and internet sources. 

(Refer Slide Time: 05:51)

We talked about checking for signs of bias. You know how do you find out if these

sources can be trusted, if they are credible.



(Refer Slide Time: 05:58)

Then we talked about chosen what to read and then we moved on to reading research

documents.

(Refer Slide Time: 06:05)

So,  we  discussed  two  broad  categories  of  documents.  You  know  we  talked  about

characteristics  of  technical  texts  and  identifying  structural  elements  of  technical

documents.



(Refer Slide Time: 06:13)
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Then we discussed reading technical documents. You know how do you start reading

them? How do you start making sense of them?



(Refer Slide Time: 06:24)

We talked about case of confusion while reading.

(Refer Slide Time: 06:27)

And then you know how do you prepare yourself to start reading something.



(Refer Slide Time: 06:30)

Then how do you assess an argument.

(Refer Slide Time: 06:35)

And then we moved on to paying attention to what you read.



(Refer Slide Time: 06:39)

We talked about various contacts of meaning.

(Refer Slide Time: 06:40)

We talked about different types of words and interpreting meanings.



(Refer Slide Time: 06:43)

And then different categories of words. 

(Refer Slide Time: 06:47)

We talked about language limiters. And we talked to again, about language limiters.



(Refer Slide Time: 06:53)

In the last set of slides where we talked about the mistakes that we make, we talked

about Euphemisms.

(Refer Slide Time: 07:00)

Then we moved on to reviewing literature and we discussed what literature review was.



(Refer Slide Time: 07:03)

And you know how do you, why do you conduct a literature review?

(Refer Slide Time: 07:04)

You know some concerns or something that you must be careful of.

 (Refer Slide Time: 07:07)



And then I showed you one method of keeping your records in place. So, this is just one

of the methods you can I am sure you have other methods, but this was just one of the

method that you could use. This is what I like to use, it becomes as this is something that

I suggest to my students and they found it useful as well.

(Refer Slide Time: 07:31)

So, then we moved on to reviewing literature.



(Refer Slide Time: 07:35)

And we talked about some personal correspondence I had with the Professor and with

senior  mentor.  And  then  we  discussed  how you  read  articles  using  quantitative  and

qualitative methods.

(Refer Slide Time: 07:52)

And then we discussed why do you need to you know why English and the role of

English in when you start writing.



(Refer Slide Time: 07:59)

So, we talked about various resources that can help you improve your are gross over the

language.

(Refer Slide Time: 08:01)

We talked about while writing, why do you need to write? Why do you need to share

things when you write? So, some elements of good writing.

 (Refer Slide Time: 08:08)
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Then we talked about reviewing literature, designing meaning. We talked about drafting;

we talked about stages of drafting, the working thesis or regular thesis. 

(Refer Slide Time: 08:27)



Then, we talked about characteristics of a successful working thesis.

 (Refer Slide Time: 08:33)

We talked about selecting critical stances, drafting guidelines. And then we moved on to

supporting your claim.



(Refer Slide Time: 08:40)

We talked about formulating an argumentative thesis.

(Refer Slide Time: 08:42)

We talked about shaping your appeal.



(Refer Slide Time: 08:46)

We talked about formulating good reasons to support your claims. How do you actually

start  writing  your  literature  and  review  of  the  literature?  And  how  do  you  start

convincing the reader about whatever it is that you are saying. And how do you convince

the reader about why you are convinced about certain things in the literature. So, that is

what we do through these exercises.

(Refer Slide Time: 08:49)

Then  we  started  talking  about  demonstrating  knowledge.  You  know  how  do  you

demonstrate your knowledge.



(Refer Slide Time: 09:18)

How do you establish common ground? How do demonstrating fairness?

(Refer Slide Time: 09:19)

And then we moved onto using appeals, logical emotional appeals and then we talked

about  outlining.  So,  we  discussed  you  know  how  you  actually  start  drafting  your

document.  So,  you  put  your  thoughts  down  on  paper.  Now, you  need  to  get  them

organised. So you make an outline.



(Refer Slide Time: 09:41)

 We discuss the various components of a vector outlines.

(Refer Slide Time: 09:45)

We discussed the reasons for creating an outline.



(Refer Slide Time: 09:49)

We discussed how you can create an outline.

(Refer Slide Time: 09:52)

And then we talked about the inverted triangle approach.



(Refer Slide Time: 09:56)

And then we moved on to what outlines can contain as for as research document are

concerned.

(Refer Slide Time: 10:06)

Now so different types of outlines: Alphanumeric and Full sentence outlines, Decimal

outline. We talked about reverse outlining.



(Refer Slide Time: 10:15)

And  then  we  talked  about  organising  an  argument.  The  two  different  systems:  the

classical system and the Toulmin system and we talked about these two different types of

systems of creating outlines.

(Refer Slide Time: 10:31)

Then we moved onto in the third week we moved onto Methodology. Now, when we talk

about methodology we, we talked about different, the difference between method and

methodology.



(Refer Slide Time: 10:38)

We talked about examples of reviews of methods. We discussed in method for keeping

records  or  for  conducting  or  methodology  of  representing  your  study of  methods.  I

shared something that I like to do and you know I shared something that I do with my

students. And something that I like to use and I discussed this with you and this sort of

tabulating everything you do and that really seems to help me in my students. So, so this

might help you as well.

(Refer Slide Time: 11:02)
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Then we moved on to methodology you know what methodology can influence, and then

we moved onto the choice of method etcetera.

(Refer Slide Time: 11:23)

And  then  we  have  started  talking  about  tools  for  writing  of  literature  reviews  and

methodology. We talked about definitions, descriptions, different types of descriptions.

We talked about composing descriptions, instructions, different types of instructions and

then we talked about  presenting  quantitative  and qualitative  data  various  challenges,

deciding  when  and  how  to  quantify  data,  suggesting  the  suggestions  regarding

appearance of quantify.



(Refer Slide Time: 11:46)

So we talked about, we discussed some suggestions regarding appearance of quantified

data then we moved on to reducing data.

(Refer Slide Time: 11:59)

We talked about Infographics, different types of infographics.



(Refer Slide Time: 12:03)

How you select different types of infographics, depending on what you need to do, the

message you need to send. Then we talked about you know we discussed these in detail.

(Refer Slide Time: 12:17)

And then we moved on to presenting qualitative data, the purposes of qualitative writing.

And again here I have received some queries about different types of data. Now, I would

strongly urge you to do you know for specific details about qualitative research. I have a

and M O O C, NPTEL, NOC course on qualitative research methods, where I describe

different  types  of qualitative  research methods.  So,  I  would strongly urge you to go

through those videos and you know those videos are available on YouTube. Please go



through those videos. The material is there, if you want to know more about specific

qualitative methods. 

(Refer Slide Time: 12:56)

So, we talked about various reasons for qualitative data writing and presentation.

(Refer Slide Time: 13:06)

Then we talked about, we discussed Polyvocality. 



(Refer Slide Time: 13:14)

And, how you present polyvocal data. 

(Refer Slide Time: 13:18)

And then, we talked about presenting individual interview data, presentation of historical

literary and legal data etcetera. So, then we moved on to writing the results section of

your paper. So, this was again a very important section where we talked about you know

how you move on from methodology to method to writing the results.



(Refer Slide Time: 13:28)

(Refer Slide Time: 13:41)

Now, then you move on to purpose, reasons, content; what you put in the section, the

significance  of  a  good result  section,  we talked about  how you organise  your  result

section, we talked about the content what goes into your result section, the problems you

should avoid. And then we moved onto discussion of results: analysis and discussion of

results.



(Refer Slide Time: 13:56)

(Refer Slide Time: 13:59)
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 (Refer Slide Time: 14:12)

So, the purpose of this section, the significance, the general rules, the content that goes

in, the organisation and structure of the session and section and the overall objectives and

the problems you should avoid while writing up this section.



(Refer Slide Time: 14:29)
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So, then we moved on to the in the fourth week we talked about the conclusion section.

So, the purpose of the conclusion section, reasons for writing the conclusion section what

it helps to achieve, general rules.



(Refer Slide Time: 14:46)
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We talked about you know the importance of presenting a conclusion well.



(Refer Slide Time: 14:52)

We discussed some techniques or some methods of developing a compelling conclusion

and then some problems that you should avoid. Then we moved on to academic integrity.

(Refer Slide Time: 15:05)

So, assuming that you finished your document, we talked about Unethical Practices in

Written Communication and Implications for Intellectual Property, we discussed some

codes  and  policies,  we  discussed  a  checklist  for  ethical  dilemmas,  we  talked  about

management and mismanagement of the ethical information.



(Refer Slide Time: 15:05)

 (Refer Slide Time: 15:21)

We talked about academic misconduct.



(Refer Slide Time: 15:24)

We talked about the different types of academic misconduct.

(Refer Slide Time: 15:33)

We talked about we discussed an example of patchwriting. I hope you found this very

useful  and I  hope you are going to  these links  that  I  have mentioned,  you know in

different parts of these presentations.



(Refer Slide Time: 15:42)

Then we discussed other forms of plagiarism.

(Refer Slide Time: 15:44)

We talked about some common form of contract cheating.



(Refer Slide Time: 15:54)

You know various types of misconduct, academic misconduct. And then we moved on to

causes of academic misconduct.  Why do people resort  to? Why do researches resort

academic misconduct?

(Refer Slide Time: 16:05)

Then we moved on to the fact about plagiarism and dealing with uncertainty regarding

the assignment of credit. When I you uncertain and what you do about it? 



(Refer Slide Time: 16:10)

 (Refer Slide Time: 16:15)

And eventually we talked about you know Plagiarism Caution Checklist, things that you

should be careful of. 

 (Refer Slide Time: 16:18)



So, the consequences of academic misconduct: what can happen to you?

(Refer Slide Time: 16:24)

Avoiding  academic  misconduct  you  know  do  your  own  work.  How  do  you  avoid

misconduct?



(Refer Slide Time: 16:36)

And I give you references for these slides on academic integrity. And I did not get a

chance  to  show  you  the  similarity  detection  software  for  positive  time  between  go

through it and see it. Then we talked about using and acknowledging sources.

(Refer Slide Time: 16:47)

 

We talked about some points of confusion.  When do you not need to give credit  we

discussed  what  common  knowledge  is.  When  do  you  need  to  give  credit,  deciding

whether to quote, paraphrase or summarize, we discussed a some special concerns and

quotations.



(Refer Slide Time: 17:03)

 (Refer Slide Time: 17:05)

We also discussed the bottom line. You know anyone that you are confused as to whether

you need to give credit or not, you should reference any word, idea or any production

that generates out of you. I told you that after you finish your PhD you know, after I

finish my PhD I reached the point. Where and you know where my we joke about this

fact that, now you know if I have to tell somebody my name say; My name is Aradhna

Malik and in bracket, I will write in brackets I will write down my parents name, and the

year of my birth. So, you know that by indicating that whatever I am saying is with

reference  to  somebody, the  knowledge generated  by somebody else.  I  did  not  name



myself Aradhna, somebody else did in so in so year. So that is the stage you reach when

you know do go through such a rigorous program.

So, that is I mean you know that is that is a joke. But then that is what you should really

do. Reference anything and everything that you feel that you have not generated and as

you start generating newer knowledge, the proportion of referencing comes down and the

proportion of your own ideas starts increasing. But till that point it is always helpful to

give you credit to the information other people have generated. Many times you be self

referencing, something I did not cover your; what is that, if you have written your own

papers, you need to reference your own papers. 

If you have written and published your own paper, at that point reference yourself. If it is

information that you generated say 2 years ago or 3 years ago, 10 years ago, it is found in

a paper  that  you have consulted,  paper  has been published. So, you must you know

reference yourself that even though this was knowledge generated by yourself. So, that is

another aspect that I think at I missed during the lecture, but I am telling you now. But

those, you know since it is already in the public domain,  it  will help if you can just

reference yourself.

(Refer Slide Time: 19:10)

So then you know, deciding  whether  to be discussed about how you decide,  how to

whether to quote paraphrase or summarize.



(Refer Slide Time: 19:16)

We discussed some special concerns in quotations.

(Refer Slide Time: 19:19)

We discussed some checklist for citations, in text citations different types of citations list

of references, I mean this is how detailed this gets.



(Refer Slide Time: 19:25)

And list of references: other sources. There something that I want to show you. Actually

I forgot to show this to you when the lecture was going on. But maybe I will take this

opportunity to show you something right now and yeah the internet is working here.

So, I want to show you something very interesting. When you are writing references,

many times you do not have the,  you know it  is  very difficult  to remember how to

reference  certain  things  or  to  get  the  complete  reference.  Many  times  you  lose  the

complete reference do not lose it, but if you do lose it. One very interesting resource that

helps you get the full references in a format that you; obviously have to go through and

do again. But you do not have to physically type the hold reference and formatting of

course, becomes easier, if you use Google Scholar. So, let us say a research writing for

example. And let me see if I can find a full text paper.

Ok I found a full  text paper here ok. Now I want to get a citation here.  So, Google

Scholar ok, sorry I think the size is too small. I just increase the size here. So I went to

Google Scholar and I am looking for academic papers ok. So, maybe this is a book all of

these are books. I am looking for a citation, for a paper, Research writing, problems and

pedagogies. So, I click on this and this gives me the citation in different styles.



(Refer Slide Time: 21:19)

So, if you are following MLA style it will give you the citation here, if you following

APA style  it  gives  you the  citation  in  APA.  If  you following  Chicago,  Harvard  and

Vancouver.

(Refer Slide Time: 21:18)

But again what this does is at least you know you do not have to hunt for specific you

know or many times you can just copy and paste and of course. Like for example the, the

APA method is very nicely you know this is perfect as far as the APA style is concerned.

But if it were not at least you could get this and then make the necessary corrections



from there. So, what happens is when you click on this here, just one click and the whole

thing is copied. And then you copy it and you paste it on to your word document. So, this

is  one  place  where  you  can  get  full  at  least  the  complete  reference,  the  accurate

reference, but again you must cross check it. So, that is something that I should have

shown you I missed it anyway. 

(Refer Slide Time: 22:16)

So, then we talked about the Writers Block. And we discussed how different writers traps

can you know effect. What you are doing? 

(Refer Slide Time: 22:24)



And discuss  different  types  of  writers  traps  traps.  We talked  about  different  blocks:

writers blocks we talked about you know where you get stuck.

(Refer Slide Time: 22:33)

 (Refer Slide Time: 22:42)

And then we talked about different strategies for dealing with writers blocks. Then we

moved on to revising your document. You written your document it is doing well. Now,

you want to revise it.



(Refer Slide Time: 22:53)
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So, we discussed revisions, purposes different types of revisions, revision what revision

leads you to.



(Refer Slide Time: 23:00)

We talked about different methods of revision and a checklist for revision.

(Refer Slide Time: 23:09)

So, we talked about a checklist for revision and we discussed how you can revise your

documents ok. Then we talked about strategies for detailed revisions how you look for

patterns of opposition, what you find, some you know how do you value the logic of an

argument,  testing  for  believability, consistency  and completeness  and  a  checklist  for

global revisions.



(Refer Slide Time: 23:36)
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Then we discussed the mistakes and policies that you can fall prey to while writing your

document and that forms a part of the revision.



(Refer Slide Time: 23:46)

So, you must you not check for these policies and mistakes that you may make and we

discussed  various  policies  here.  Then  we  talked  about  some  common  categories  of

mistakes, we had talked about some language limiters in the earlier lecture also and those

came up here again.

(Refer Slide Time: 24:04)
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So, then we talked about editing and proofreading; and how you prepare yourself  to

proofread, some strategies to help identify your errors and how do individualize the act

of proofreading some suggestions for the use of tense in different parts of the paper.

(Refer Slide Time: 24:29)
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Then we moved on to choosing a journal to publish in. We discussed some factors you

could consider. We discussed the identification of impact and reputation of journals, the

matrix be, I showed you some websites where you can find these metrics.

(Refer Slide Time: 24:42)
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Then we talked about author matrix and we had a discussion on predatory journals.



(Refer Slide Time: 24:57)

We also talked about how you can identify predatory journals. So, then we moved onto

some list of predatory publishers.

Then we, the last lecture focused on responding to reviewer comments. So, we assumed

that you submit your paper and the reviewer has given you some comments. And very

last lecture discussed various types of reviews you can get and how you deal with those

reviews.  So,  responding  to  major  and  minor  revisions,  submitting  your  responses

etcetera. So this pretty much covered the whole part the whole course.

As such now, I know there are some things that you would asked me to include, but

because the course has sort of you know through your suggestions and while teaching

various things were accidentally or inadvertently left out and so, those I will try to put in

maybe in video form or at least in text form, in the you know as additional material. For

example, the types of journal papers that you can write now. There was a request for that,

but unfortunately I cannot include it in the course anymore. So, I am going to write it up

and get the resource material and add it, as additional material in addition to your slides.

So, somebody asked me about writing a proposal. So, maybe I will share that with you.

If I can find an online book on research writing, I will try and upload that for you also. I

already share the link with you on the for. But it is been a real treat interacting with you

on the forum I am recording this in the second week of classes. So, you know by the time

you hear it. I mean the recording will be over, the recording needs to be processed and



then it is put up. So, I will get more queries from you as the course progressive and I will

respond to you and I will try and accommodate your request to the extent possible. 

But do participate on the forum and do stay connected even after the course is over. The

material will be given to after the deadline for the reassignment has past. So, you can you

know read it and then you can mail over it. And I wish you all the best for your exams

and I wish you all the best with your carrier and with your attempts to write about your

research. So, thank you very much for being such a fabulous audience for this course.

Thank you.


