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Feminism is for everybody: Passionate Politcs — Bell Hooks

Welcome back, in for our last lecture for this week. Let us do something rather simple and
rather slow. So, that you get a sense of how is it that we are bringing together these concepts.

Let us read directly from Feminism is for everybody.

(Refer Slide Time: 0:30)
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These were the chapters we went through: Feminist Politics, Consciousness-Raising,
Sisterhood Is Still Powerful, Feminist Education For Critical Consciousness, Our Bodies

Ourselves, Beauty Within And Without, Feminist Class Struggle, Global Feminism, Women



At Work, Race And Gender, Ending Violence, Feminist Masculinity, Feminist Parenting,
Liberating Marriage And Partnership, A Feminist Sexual Politics, Lesbianism And
Feminism, Love Again, Feminist Spirituality and Visionary Feminism, for later. Looks like

you done a lot already so, you can congratulate yourselves.

(Refer Slide Time: 1:07)

INTRODUCTION )
Come Closer to Feminism

Everywhere I go I proudly tell folks who want to know who I am
and what I do that I am a writer, a feminist theorist, a cultural eritie. [
tell them I write about movies and popular culture, analyzing the
message in the medium. Most people find this exciting and want to
know more. Everyone goes to movies, watches television, glances
through magazines, and everyone has thoughts about the messages
they receive, about the images they look at. It is easy for the diverse
public I encounter to understand what I do as a cultural critic, to un-
derstand my passion for writing (lots of folks want to write, and do).
But feminist theory — that’s the place where the questions stop. In-
stead I tend to hear all about the evil of feminism and the bad femi-
nists: how “they"” hate men; how “they” want to go against nature —
and god; how “they” are all lesbians; how “they” are taking all the jobs
and making the world hard for white men, who do not stand a chance.
When I ask these same folks about the feminist books or maga

zines they read, when I ask them about the feminist talks they have
heard, about the feminist activists they know, they respond by let

ting me know that everything they know about feminism has come
into their lives thirdhand, that they really have not come close
enough to feminist movement to know what really happens, what

it's really about. Mostly they think feminism is a bunch of angry

Let me, for this last session take a few excerpts from each of these chapters, so you get a
sense of how is it that Hooks is making this argument. This is also your first introduction in
this course to reading theory. So, I am going to go slow and I suggest you do too. The Beauty
about Hooks is that she is very easy to read. So, lest you be fooled by this tone, I promise you
harder texts are coming your way. But, until then I think this is a really great introduction to
reading theory itself and perhaps, what I would suggest to be an even better template for:
How to write in a way that people can relate to, in a way that speaks about important

concepts, while keeping the everyday firmly at the center of what we read and write about.
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FEMINIST POLITICS
Where We Stand NPTEL

Simply put, feminism is a movement to end sexism, sexist exploita
tion, and oppression. This was a defi of feminism I offered in

Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center more than 10 years ago. It was
my hope at the time that it would become a common definition
everyone would use. I liked this definition because it did not imply
that men were the enemy. By naming sexism as the problem it went
directly to the heart of the matter. Practically, it is a definition which
implies that all sexist thinking and action is the problem, whether
those who perpetuate it are female or male, child or adult. It is also
broad enough to include an understanding of systemic institutional-
ized sexism. As a definition it is open-ended. To understand femi-
nistp it implies one has to necessarily understand sexism,

4’\5 all advocates of feminist politics know, most people do not
undetstand sexism, or if they do, they think it is not a problem.
Masses of people think that feminism is always and only about
women secking to be equal to men. And a huge majority of these
folks think fe is le. Their misund ding of femi-
nist politics reflects the reality that most folks learn about feminism
from patriarchal mass media.)The feminism they hear about the
most is portrayed by women ®ho are primarily committed to gender
equality ~— equal pay for equal work, and sometimes women and
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" o
men sharing household chores and parenting. They sce that these {
women are usually white and materially priviged. They know from

mass media that women's liberaton focuses on the freedom to have

NPTEL

abortions, to be lesbians, to challenge rape and domestic violence.
Among these issues, masses of people agree with the idea of gender
equity in the workplace — equal pay for equal work,

Since our soclety continues to be primarily a “Chrisdan” cul
e, masses of people continue 1o believe that god has ordained that
women be subordinate to men in the domeste household) Fven
though masses of women have entered the workforee, even though
many families are headed by women who are the sole breadwinners,
the vision of domestic life which continues to domin, he nation’s
imagination is one in whicl g is intact,
whether men are present in the home of not. The wrongminded no
tion of feminist movement which implied it was anti-male cartied

with it the wrongminded assumption that all female space would

necessarily be an ¢ nment where patriarchy and sexist thinking
would be absent. Many women, even those involved in feminist pol
itics, chose to belicve this as well

Thete was Indeed a great deal of anti-male sentiment among
early feminist activists who were responding to male domination
with anger. It was that anger at injustice that was the impetus for cre-
ating a women's liberation movement, Harly on most feminist activ-
ists (a majority of whom were white) had their consciousness raised
about the nature of male domination when they were working in
anti-classist and anti-racist settings with men who were telling the
world about the importance of freedom while subordinating the
women in theie tanks. Whether it was white women working on be
half of socialism, black women working on behalf of civil rights and
black liberation, or Native American women working for indige
nous rights, it was clear that men wanted (o lead, and they wanted

Let us get to Feminist Politics. Let us start with paragraph 2 where she says — As all-
advocates of feminist politics know, most people do not understand sexism, or if they do,
they think it is not a problem. Masses of people think that feminism is always and only about
women seeking to be equal to men. And a huge majority of these folks think feminism is anti-
male. Their misunderstanding of feminist politics reflects the reality that most folks learn

about feminism from patriarchal mass media.

Here, she is doing two things. She is gesturing to a popular understanding of feminism, she is
telling you that such a popular understanding comes from over-whelmingly patriarchal media
also controlled by a patriarchal sexist interest and she is offering you a different model of

writing about sexism and about feminist politics. The feminism they hear about the most is



portrayed by women who are primarily committed to gender equality — equal pay for equal

work, and sometimes women and men sharing household chores and parenting.

Now, this is important in relation to media because many of you will remember or perhaps
see around you, that a lot of popular advertising for instance is very interested in perpetuating
this idea of equality. The washing machine that is so easy to understand that even a man can
run it. And this is a kind of feminism that people are both railing against and celebrating.
They see that these women are usually white and materially privileged. The equivalent over
here is that we see people, who are running washing machine and these people who can
afford washing machines, running water and electricity are a particular privileged set in our

context.

They know from mass media that women’s liberation focuses on the freedom to have
abortions, to be lesbians, to challenge rape and domestic violence. Among these issues,
masses of people agree with the idea of gender equity in the workspace — equal pay for equal
work. Pay close attention to the next part because, you will have to modify your
understanding in relation to your own context or (())(4.30). Since our society continues to be

primarily a “Christian” culture. Here, Hooks is speaking about America.

Masses of people continues to believe that god has ordained that women be subordinate to
men in the domestic household. Even though masses of women have entered the workforce,
even though many families are headed by women. The vision of domestic life which
continues to dominate the nation’s imagination is one in which the logic of male domination
is intact, whether men are present in the home or not. The logic of male domination — Here
break it down, in relation to evidence in your own daily life, and see what are the logics that

are at play that provide certain positions of labor and privilege to men and women.
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FEMINIST POLITICS s
st accepted and embraced in { o)
oduction of revolutionary N

more often than not that theory was

:, It became and remains a privileged

feminist thed
not made av
discourse available to those among us who are highly literate, well-
educated, and usually matedally privileged. Works like Feminist The
ory: Erom Margin to Center that offer a liberatory vision of feminist
transformation never receive malnstream attention, Masscs of peo
ple have not heard of this book. They have not rejected its message;
they do not know what the messa,

While it was in the interes:
capitalist patriarchy to suppres
wan not antl-male or concerned with getting women the right to be

wainstream white supremacist

nary feminist thinking which

like men, reformist feminists were also eager to silence these forces.

Reformist feminism became their route to class mobility. They

could break free of male domination in the workforce and be more

self-determining in theie lifestyles, While sexism did not end, they

could maximize their freedom within the existing system, And they
)

could count on there being a lower class of exy subordinated

0. By accepting

en to do the dirty work thy

leed colluding with the tion of working-class and

es with the existing patriar-

omen, they not only ally
1 its concomitant sexism, they give themselves the right to lead

a double life, one where they are the equals of men in the workforce
and at home when they want 1o be. If they choose lesbianism they
have the privilege of being equals with men in the workforee while
using class power to create domestic lifestylos where they can

»r no contact with men

Id be as

n that there ¢
en. Suddenly the politics

red in the no

there were we

om feminism)And the assumption pre

Let me move on then to another section of this chapter speaking about Reformist versus
Revolutionary Feminism. Here, on page 4 we start with — From its earliest inception the
feminist movement was polarized. Reformist thinkers chose to emphasize gender equality.
Revolutionary thinkers did not want simply to alter the existing system so that women would
have more rights. We wanted to transform that system, to bring an end to patriarchy and
sexism. Here hooks is clearly identifying as a revolutionary thinker where she says ‘we’.
Now, this is another important thing to remember: in a text likes this Hooks is free to take

positions.

She wants to tell you that this is her flavor of feminist thinking, it does not mean that there is
a call for that kind of feminism to be the only true Feminism. There are ways in which you
must understand it in your own context to make that decision. Towards the end of the chapter,
come to the end of page five where Hooks speaks about Lifestyle feminism, where she says,
“Lifestyle feminism ushered in the notion that there could be as many versions of feminism
as there were women. Suddenly the politics was being slowly removed from feminism.”
Here, she is making a very important point that is feminism that is apolitical is not really

feminism, it is merely consumption.
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vailed that no matter what a woman's politics, be she conservative NPTEL
or liberal, she too could fit feminism into her existing lifestyle. Obvi-

ously this way of thinking has made i more ptable be-

cause its underlying assumption is that women can be feminists

without fund lly challenging and changing th lves or the

culture. For example, let’s take the issue of abortion. If feminismis a
movement to end sexist oppression, and depriving females of repro-
ductive rights is a form of sexist oppression, then one cannot be
anti-choice and be feminist. A woman can insist she would never
choose to have an abortion while affirming her support of the right
of women to choose and still be an advocate of feminist politics. She
cannot be and-abortion and an advocate of feminism. Concurrently
there can be no such thing as “power feminism” if the vision of
power evoked is power gained through the exploitation and oppres-
sion of others,

Feminist politics is losing momentum because feminist move-
ment has lost clear definitions. We have those definitions. Let's re-
claim them, Let’s share them. Let's start over).et's have T-shirts and
bumper stickers and postcards and hip-hopmusic, television and ra-
dio commercials, ads everywhere and billboards, and all manner of
printed material that tells the world about feminism. We can share the
simple yet powerful message that feminism is « movement to end sex-
ist oppression. Let's start there. Let the movement begin again.

Towards the end of the chapter you can see a little bit of hopelessness in hooks because she
says, Feminist politics is losing momentum because feminist movement has lost clear
definitions. We have those definitions. Let us reclaim them. Let us share them. Let us start
over. This might be something that you can relate to in relation to how the feminist
movement is currently shaping up across the world. You find, different contested versions
and one might not be wrong for thinking that there is being a dilution, and one is not really
sure what is going on. Go back to hooks, and think about the ways in which she understands

the core purpose of the feminist movement.

(Refer Slide Time: 7:42)

CONSCIOUSNESS-RAISING {)
A Constant Change of Heart "4

Feminists are made, not born. One does not become an advocate of
feminist politics simply by having the privilege of having been born

politics through choice and action|When women first organized in
groups to talk together about the isNue of sexism and male domina-

female, Like all political positions 0ﬁc becomes a believer in feminist

tion, they were clear that females were as socialized to believe sexist

thinking and values as males, the difference being simply that males

benefited from sexism more than females and were as a_conse-

quence Tess likely to want to surrender patriarchal privilege. Before

women could change patriarchy we had to change ourselves; we had
1O raise our consciousness.

Revolutionary feminist consci ss-raising emphasized the
importance of learning about patriarchy as a system of domination,
how it became institutionalized and how it is perpetuated and main
mn::?}ndcman(hng the way male domination and sexism was ex-
presséd in everyday life created awareness in women of the ways we
were victimized, exploited, and, in worse case scenarios, oppressed.

Early on in contemporary feminist movement, consciousness-raising

roups often became settings where women simply unleashed pent-
up hostility and rage about being victimized, with little or no focus
[
8

\_j tion and fi ion. On a basic level




In the second chapter, we start with the statement — Feminists are made, not born. One does
not become an advocate of feminist politics simply by having the privilege of having been
born female. Here she is doing something fun. She is speaking, about having been born
female as a privilege, which seems so counter intuitive, given the fact that we have only been
speaking about oppression and atrocities. But, she says you cannot advocate feminist politics

just because you are a women.

You have to earn it, you have to learn it, you have to understand, that just your subjectivity as
a women does not allow for your automatic education as a feminist activist or as a feminist
theorist. She is gesturing to the fact of coming to consciousness. When women first organized
in groups to talk together about the issue of sexism and male domination, they were clear that
females were as socialized to believe sexist thinking and values as males, the difference being
simply that males benefited from sexism more than females and were as a consequence less

likely to want to surrender patriarchal privilege.

This is the heart of a lot of stuff that Hooks is saying in this chapter. Revolutionary feminist
consciousness-raising emphasized the importance of learning about patriarchy as a system of
domination, how it became institutionalized and how it is perpetuated and maintained. Here,
Hooks is gesturing to structural thinking. How is it that patriarchy functions as a system?
How it is institutionalized? How it is that it spreads in various forms of institutional thinking

and how is it perpetuated and maintained?

All systems need maintenance, they need regular feeding, otherwise they begin to show the
cracks in their assumptions and this is where Hooks is locating revolutionary action. You
keep questioning it (())(9:57), in all ways and some day it will begin into break-down. Here is
an important part of chapter. Hooks says, “Early on in contemporary feminist movement,
consciousness-raising groups often became settings where women simply unleashed pent-up
hostility and rage about being victimized, with little or no focus on strategies or intervention

and transformation.”

Reminds you a little of talk-shows on television where everybody, comes out saying
everything that they have been feeling and at the end of it you as the audience are left
thinking what the hell is going on. Why is it that they are yelling at one another where it is all
about a certain kind of letting-go of feelings with no idea of the end game? What happens



after this? What are strategies? What are solutions? And Hooks want us to focus on these

strategies.

(Refer Slide Time: 10:51)
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many hurt and exploited women used the consclousness-raising b
group therapeutically(Tewas the site where they uncovered and NPTEL
openly revealed the depths of their Wwounds. This confes-
sional aspect served as a | ritual, Through consciousness

raising women gained the(atrength)io challeige patriarchaT foreeT e
work and at home? o
Importantly though, the foundation of this work began with

women examining sexist thinking and creating where we

o feminist

would change our acticudes and belief via a con

and a o politics. Fundamentally, the
consciousness-raising (CR) group was a site for conversion, To
build & mass-based feminist movement women needed to organize
The consciousness-ralsing session, which usually took place in

someone’s home (rather thas c space that had o be rented or

donated), was the meeting p! ¢ was the place where seasoned
feminise thinkers and activist 1 recruit new converts.

mmunica

Imporanty, cc lislogue was a central agenda

at the consciousness-ralsing 1. In many groups a policy was
in place which honored everyone’s volce. Women took turns speak
ing to make sure everyone would be heard. This atempt to create a

non-hierarchal model for

cl to speak but of
! However, in mc¢
v after everyone

cussion was common in CR groups as it was the way we sought o
clarify our collective understanding of the nature of male domina-
ton. Only through discussion and dis
find a realistie standpoint on gender e

As feminist thinking, which cmerged

small groups where individuals often knew each other

have worked together and/or were friends), began to be theorized

At the same time she is not so critical that she does not understand that consciousness-raising
early on was the site where women uncovered and openly revealed the depths of their
intimate wounds. There confessional aspects served as a healing ritual. And such a healing is
also important to their feminist movement unless you are allowed to make your feelings
legible, how is it that you were seek to change the structure that perpetuate these kinds of
feelings? Through consciousness-raising women gained the strength to challenge patriarchal
forces at work and at home. And this gaining strength is also an important goal for the

movement.

(Refer Slide Time: 11:34)



SISTERHOOD IS STILL POWERFUL )

When the slogan “Sistechood is powerful” was first used, it was awe
some. I began my full-fledged participation in feminist movement
my sophomore year in college. Attending an all women's college for
a year before I transferred to Stanford University, I knew from first
hand experience the difference in female self-esteem and self-assertion
in same-sex classrooms versus those where males were present] At
Stanford males ruled the day in every classroom, Females spoke fess,
took less initiative, and often when they spoke you could hardly hear
what they were saying. Their voices lacked strength and confidence.
And to make matters worse we were told time and time again by
male professors that we were not as intelligent as the males, that we
could not be “great” thinkers, writers, and so on. These autitudes
shocked me since 1 had come from an all-female environment
where our intellectual worth and value was constantly affirmed by
the standard of academic excellence our mostly female professors
set for us and themselves.

Indeed, I was indebted to my favorite white female English pro-
fessor who thought I was not geuing the academic guidance |
needed at our women's college because they did not have an intensi
fied writing program. She encouraged me to attend Stanford. She

believed that I would someday be an important thinker and writer.

The first paragraph of the chapter ‘Sisterhood is still powerful’ is a powerful one. Hooks
says, “When the slogan “Sisterhood is powerful” was first used, it was awesome. I began my
full-fledged participation in the feminist movement in my sophomore year in college.
Attending an all-women’s college for a year before I transferred to Stanford University, I
knew from first-hand experience the difference in female self-esteem and self-assertion in
same-sex classroom versus those where males were present.” And this is perhaps an early
introduction to the idea of sisterhood. The ways in which women feel safer with other women

around.

The often-repeated joke of women going to bathrooms together, or always hanging out
together or even in public space how women cluster together while men are in another part of
the same public space. And here Hooks is speaking about the fact that only women seem to
understand what other women are going through. Remember from the last lecture that this is
not true of all women. Such emphatic understanding is also interrupted by race, class, and
caste, but nevertheless, sisterhood is understanding that the gender experience is common to a
large side of women and therefore such kind of safety is a symptom of the ways in which

patriarchal domination subjects women to similar kinds oppression.

(Refer Slide Time: 12:59)
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Hooks moves on through personal experience leading us to follow her in her own journey of
understanding sexism and internalizing sexism. She says, “At Stanford my ability was
constantly questioned. I began to doubt myself. Then feminist movement rocked the campus.
Female students and professors demanded an end to discrimination based on gender inside
and outside the classroom. It was an intense and awesome time. There I took my first
women’s studies class with the writer Tillie Olsen, who compelled her students to think first

and foremost about the fate of women from working-class backgrounds.

There the scholar and one-day biographer of Anne Sexton, Diane Middlebrook, passed out
one of my poems in our class on contemporary poetry with no name on it and asked us to
identify whether the writer was male or female, an experiment that made us think critically
about judging the value of writing on the basis of gender biases. There I began to write my
first book at the age of 19, ‘Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism’. None of these
incredible transformations would have happened without the feminist movement creating a
foundation for solidarity between women. Hence, Sisterhood. The foundation rested on our

critique of what we then called “the enemy within”, referring to our internalized sexism.

(Refer Slide Time: 14:30)



FEMINIST EDUCATION FOR
CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS )

'\Bc(u:c women's studies classes, before feminist literature, individ-
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groups were the Hirst to beg
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ception feminist theory had as its primary goal explaining to women

and men how sexist thinking worked and how we could challenge

and change it ||
“In those days most of us had been socialized by parents and so

ciely to accept sexist thinking. We had not taken time to figure out
the roots of out perceptions. Feminist thinking and feminist theory
urged us to do that. |At fiest feminist theory was made available by

word of mouth ot b cheaply put together newsletters and pam-

phlets. The development of women'’s publishing (where women

wrote, printed, and controlled production on all levels, including

marketing) became the site for the dissemination of feminist think

In feminist education for critical consciousness Hooks speaks about the ways in which the
feminist movement moved forward in its educational impetus. Before women’s studies
classes, before feminist literature, individual women learning about feminism in groups. They
were the first to begin to create feminist theory which included both analysis of sexisms,
strategies for challenging patriarchy, and new models of social interaction all of which were
important. And this is where feminist theory is an important aspect of this class because we

are doing all of these things.

We are talking about the ways in which patriarchy surrounds us and undergirds our ways of
living, but we are also suggesting strategies for challenging patriarchy and producing new
models of social interaction. Now, here is something Hooks says that I firmly believe that a
lot of people might have trouble thinking about when she says, “Everything we do in life is
rooted in theory and people do not like theory.” They think of it is something removed from
everyday live, something that troubles us, something that should be left to academic ivory

towers.

But here Hooks is proposing that theory is something that runs through our lives, that
structures ways in which we behave and live in society and therefore, only through producing
theory can we bring about change. Whether we consciously explore the reasons why we have
a particular perspective or take a particular action there is also an underlying system shaping
thought and practice. In its earlier inception feminist theory had as its primary goal
explaining to women and men how sexist thinking worked and how we could challenge and

change it.



Think about it as really an imaginative form of engaging with everyday life and asking as to
the structures of meaning through which we make our lives valuable or means something in
the world. She goes on to say, “In those days most of us had been socialized by parents and
society to accept sexist thinking.” Think about the multiple times when you may have
questioned something and somebody just said, “That is just the way that it is, do not ask too

many questions,” right? It is the ‘asking too many questions’ that society fears.

Because if you ask questions then answers will have to be provided and sometimes the
answer is ‘that is just the way it is’. So, what is this way is what feminist theory is intent upon
deconstructing. We had not taken time to figure out the roots of our perceptions. Feminist

thinking and feminist theory urged us to do that.
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share feminist knowledge. And of course we need a feminist televi-

NPTEL

sion network, which is not the same as a network for women. Galva-
nizing funds to create a feminist television network would help us
spread feminist thinking globally. If we cannot own a network, let’s
pay for time on an existing network. After years of ownership by
males who were not all anti-sexist Ms. magazine is now owned by
women who are all deeply committed to feminist principles. Thisis a
Sl%in the right direction.

1f we do not work to create a mass-based movement which offers

feminist education to everyonc, females and malcs, feminist theory

and practice will always be undermined by the negative inf
ﬁmla:wmc citizens of this nation
cannot know the pos utions feminist movement has
made to all our lives if we do not highlight these gains. Constructive
feminist contributions to the well-being of our communities and soci-
ety are often appropriated by the dominant culture which then pro-
jects negative representations of feminism. Most people have no

understanding of the myriad ways feminism has positively changed
all our lives, Sharing feminist thought and practice sustains feminist

movement. Feminist knowledge is for everybody.
-

Through the chapter, Bell Hooks takes us to the history of such kind of feminist education but
ends by saying, “If we do not work to create a mass-based movement which offers feminist
education to everyone, females and males, feminist theory and practice will always be
undermined by the negative information produced in most mainstream media.” And this is
where your role becomes important because in listening to lectures like these, asking
questions, challenging a lot of the things that [ may even be saying or reading the text closely,
you offer alternate models of understanding feminist theory. And very important is the
revolutionary statement where she says, “Feminist knowledge is for everybody,” it is not a

choice.
(Refer Slide Time: 18:14)

OUR BODIES, OURSELVES G )
Reproductive Rights WPl

When contemporary feminist movement began the issues that were
projected as most relevant were those that were directly linked to the
experiences of highly educated white women (most of whom were
materially privileged) Since feminist movement followed in the
wake of civil rights and sexual liberation it scemed appropriate at the
time that issues around the female body were foregrounded. Con-
trary to the image the mass media presented to the world, a feminist
movement starting with women burning bras at a Miss America
pageant and then later images of women seeking abortions, one of
the first issues which served as a catalyst for the formation of the
movement was sexuality — the issue being the rights of women to
choose when and with whom they would be sexual. The sexual ex-
ploitation of women’s bodies had been a common occurrence in
radical movements for social justice whether socialist, civil rights, etc.
When the so-called sexual revolution was at its peak the issue of
free love (which usually meant having as much sex as one wanted
with whomever one desired) brought females face to face with the
issue of unwanted pregnancy. Before there could be any gender equity
around the issue of free love women needed access to safe, effective con-
traceptives and abortons. While individual white women with class
privilege often had access to both these safeguards, most women
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In Our Bodies Ourselves Bell Hooks is concerned with both the sexual revolution and its
consequences. Now remember the sexual revolution is particular to the United States and has
got to do with a point in American history where men and women found it possible, to be
able to understands sexuality in a liberated fashion, to understand it outside the clutches of
heterosexual partnership or monogamous partnership and it is often spoken about in terms of

flower power or the hippie generation.

And Hooks is concerned with how, when the so-called, sexual revolution was at its peak the
issue of free love brought females face to face with the issue of unwanted pregnancy. And in
this she brings us to the heart of the matter, what is now framed as the abortion, or the choice
versus the right to life debate, the latter undergirded by specific kinds of religious

compulsions.

(Refer Slide Time: 19:11)
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Hooks goes on to say, “The abortion issue captured the attention of mass media because it

trolled women's bodies and did with them anything they wanted o

really challenged the fundamentalist thinking of Christianity. It directly challenged the notion
that a women’s reason for existence was to bear children.” And this is nothing short of
revolutionary because, in challenging this you will be challenging the foundations of all

societies as we know them.



(Refer Slide Time: 19:35)

BEAUTY WITHIN AND WITHOUT

NPTEL

Challenging sexist thinking about the female body was one of the
most powerful interventions made by contemporary feminist move-
ment. Before women's liberation all females young and old were so-
cialized by sexist thinking to believe that our value rested solely on
appearance and whether or not we were perceived to be good look-
ing, especially by men, Understanding that females could never be
liberated if we did not develop healthy self-esteem and self-love
feminist thinkers went direetly to the heart of the matter — critically
examining how we feel and think about our bodies and offering con-
structive strategies for change. Looking back after years of feeling
comfortable choosing whether or not to wear a bra, [ can remember
whata momentous decision this was 30 years ago. Women stripping

their bodies of ynhealthy and fortable, restrictive clothing —

bras, girdles, corsets, garter belts, etc. — was a ritualistic, radical re-
claiming of the health and glory of the female body. Females today
who have never known such restrictions can only trust us when we
say that chis reclaiming was momentous.

On a deeper level this ritual validated women wearing comfort-
able clothing on all levels in our lives. Just to be able to wear pants to
work was awesome to many women, whose jobs had required them
to be ly bending and

ping over. For women who had
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We then move on to the chapters on ‘Beauty Within and Without” which is again about the

female body in relation to norms of beauty.

(Refer Slide Time: 19:43)

FEMINIST CLLASS STRUGGLE ( 9
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Class difference and the way in which it divides women was an issuc

in feminist mc talked about long before race. In the
mostly white circles of a newly formed women'’s liberation move-
ment the most glaring separation between women was that of class.
White working-class women recognized that class hierarchies were

present in the movement. Conflict arose between the reformist vi-
sion of women’s liberation which basically demanded equal rights
for women within the existing class structure, and more radical
and/or revolutionary models, which called for fundamental change
in the existing structure so that models of mutuality and equality
could replace the old paradigms. However, as feminist movement
progressed and privileged groups of well-educated white women be-
gan to achieve equal access to class power with their male counter-
parts, feminist class struggle was no longer deemed important.

From the onset of the movement women from privileged
classes were able to make their concerns € the )issucs that should be
focused on in part because they were the group of women who re-
ceived public attention. They attracted mass media. The issues that
were most relevant to working women or masses of women were
never highlighted by mainstream mass media. Bewy Friedan’s The |
Feminist Mystigue 1dentified “the problem that has no name” as the
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And we are talking about Feminist Class Struggles and we spent some time on this in the
previous lecture. Here look at what Hooks is writing, she says, “From the onset of the
movement women from privileged classes were able to make their concerns “the” issues that
should be focused on in part because they were the group of women who received public
attention. They attracted mass media.” So even when the feminist movement was able to
make inroads into public consciousness, there were only a certain set of middle and upper

class women who were able to be heard.

Also because they had cultural capital which means language, comportment, ways in which
they presented themselves, ways in which they were attractive to media consumers. The
issues that were most relevant to working women or masses of women were never
highlighted by mainstream mass media. Betty Friedan’s The Feminist Mystique identified the
problem that has no name as the dissatisfaction females feel about being confined and
subordinated in the home as housewives. While this issue was presented as a crisis for

women it really was only a crisis for a small group of well-educated white women.

While they were complaining about the dangers of confinement in the home a huge majority
of women in the nation were in the workforce. And many of these working women, who put
in long hours for low wages while still doing all the work in the domestic household would
have seen the right to stay as home as “freedom”. And here she is eliminating an important
paradox because if the fight was for women to be able to work outside, there were millions of
ways when who are working under abominable conditions and bad pay, they would have

given anything to have the opposite.



I hope by now you have a sense of how is it that we are reading for 4 concepts in each these
chapters. So try and read while keeping in mind particular sections of the last lecture so that
you have conceptual clarity. And part of the assignment for this week will include
clarifications on these concepts as well as examples of particular chapters. Besides that please
also remember that the last 4 chapters we are covering over the course of this course and not
necessarily in the first week. Also remember the importance that concepts like violence have
for Bell Hooks, the vision of the goals of the feminist movement and the ways in which it can

change society fundamentally and constitutively.

Next week, we will return with other kinds of concepts from a different book and there we

will get a little bit more precise and introduce you to the world of feminist theory. Thank you.



