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Hello, welcome to the second session on the Great Gatsby and we will be continuing from the

discourse of the self-made man with references to the text. So here we have some of the cues

from the text which will help us explain and understand the discourse of the self-made man.

So the different magazines people read, we see in for example in the parties seen in the early

sections of the novel were Tom Brittle And Nick Carraway having in that vulgar party we see

that there are so many magazines thrown over all over the floor including a novel called as

Simon Called Peter.

So Fitzgerald was known to have called Simon Called Peter a piece of trash and we see that

the non-successful people the people who get killed Myrtle and George for example are the

(())(1:15) of such magazines of such vulgar magazines and vulgar (())(1:20) lacked any (())

(1:23) any cultural value.

So oppose to these people we see in great in (())(1:30) house that there is a huge library

within the mansion which (())(1:37) so many books but very ironically the lease of these

books are uncut showing us that this is all a fazed of this self-made man character. So the

colors for example, we see that Gatsby’s car which is which symbolizes the new rich the new

richness of 1926 very (())(2:01), it  is cream, it is variously described as cream, variously



described as yellow in color as oppose to Tom’s car which is a coupe which is light blue

which symbolizes the class this upper social class of his standing.

And the colors are also very important because the suits which Tom wear and the suits which

Gatsby wears are very very different. So Gatsby is always shown in such (())(2:36) colors say

pink and yellow and so on and so forth, while Tom’s (())(2:42) is very neutral very calm and

composed colors. So this is one of those metaphors which frequently pop up in the text and

there are also the metaphors of floating and flowing.

So whenever Daisy or Tom or say Jordan Baker is introduced to us in the novel, we always

see that the metaphors  are always about  floating about as if  there were balloons floating

above the ground who were anger to the ground by some unknown unknown attachment. So

it is basically saying that the (())(3:21) of Daisy and Tom are very much above the reality of

the age.

So for example in the seen when Nick is introduced to Daisy, Tom and Jordan we see that

there is lot of movement in scene, there is wind coming through the window and curtains are

flowing around and it is Tom who seizes the movement by shutting the window so such

metaphors of colors of floating also give us an idea of the new rich versus the old rich and

both the new and old rich versus the others.

And when we see say for example Nick Carraway’s cottage it is always raining in his when

we are discussing the text in terms of the cottage for example, it is very earthy, it is very

grounded. So this is also a metaphor which kind of gives us a certain hint of what Fitzgerald

aiming at what his critic of this decadence as oppose to the weld is all about. So carelessness

and social power is another important theme here because when Daisy and Gatsby driving

back to (())(4:43) after the heated discussion in the New York City hotel, we see that Daisy is

very careless in driving and (())(4:51) very careless in driving when you read the original text

you will see that the idea of carelessness is very obvious, very explicitly used by Jordan,

Daisy and Nick also.

Nick says that Tom and Daisy were careless people because of the social power they had,

they could afford to be careless about other people, about other people’s lives. For example

we see so many people dying in the novel which can be traced back to the carelessness of

Daisy and Tom about other people’s lives, so cynicism is also very fashionable. So Jordan



Baker  is  a  very (())(5:29)  person,  she  lies  a  lot,  her  approach to  world  and life  is  very

disinterested and she is always cynical about things.

So this is also one of those cultural moral characteristics of the 1920 and we have Tom and

Mary described in various metaphors of burning and smouldering as if the vitality of life was

coming from within themselves, so this is also kind of ironical because Tom while a huge

man a man of much physical strength is also careless in the sense that the fire in him is not so

much as the fire in Myrtle who is a very ordinary woman although she aspires to become one

of those rich woman.

So the vitality  of life is also shown through so many of these characters,  so we can see

Fitzgerald almost regretting about his own choices kind of in a sense because of how he kind

of supressed his own artistic genius to so that he could have (())(6:49). So we can read the

text in such terms also.

So we see that it is Gatsby who says that her voice was full of money, so Nick was Nick in

this scene in this specific scene which I am referring to Nick is talking about Daisy’s voice

how it captures people, so Nick is struggling to place Daisy’s voice as to explain how Daisy

manages to capture so many people, so it is Gatsby who comes up with his sudden realization

that her voice is full of money which is kind of drawing people into her.

So the idea of the uncut books which we see in the party scene as explained earlier is another

example  of how the self-made man is  actually  a  façade although there are  so many real

people who are self-made man they are they can be thought of us marginal outline cases. So

we also see the funeral of self-made man in the end. So while the attendance of Gatsby’s

extravagant parties were so high we see that for the funeral although Nick tries to get hold of

all those important people who came for Gatsby parties, there is nobody who turns up for the

funeral, it is only Henry Gatz who is Gatsby’s real father who comes for the funeral and there

is one more guy, there is one more person who comes for the funeral and this person is also

very important here.

So we see that in one of those early party scenes, this person who comes for the funeral in the

end is alone sitting in the library while Nick and Jordan Baker tries to go through Gatsby’s

mansion to figure out where Gatsby’s is? So we see that in the phase of such extravagant

there is hidden something which is important something of substance which is a library. So it



is the person who shies away from the party and goes to the library, goes to the place of some

substance is also the one who comes for the funeral. 

So he is one of those people who is anchored to reality and who keeps revisiting the non-

dream part of this, so that idea that the Fitzgerald including the same person in both scenes is

also very interesting and the time table is for another example. For example when we read the

autobiography  of  Benjamin  Franklin  we  see  that  Benjamin  Franklin  wrote  out  a  daily

itinerary for himself a daily time table for himself to follow, so that he could rise from the

social class where he was and go to a much much more upper social class.

So Gatsby also discussing so this idea of having a time table of living a ordered life and so on

and so forth is also coming from this discourse of the self-made man. To be the self-made

man one has to stay away from alcohol, stay away from all those all those things which will

drive you down, so we see that Gatsby is practicing elocution so that his voice is words and

etc comes across us very refined, so we see that Nick observes Gatsby trying to pick his

words when he speak so these ideas are also very much suggestive of how the discourse of

the self-made man is discussed and also critic in Great Gatsby.
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But the issue with this outlook of the self-made man is that this idea that a person regardless

of his social class can become somebody from a somebody who belongs to an upper class

solely through the through his own industry is treating this progression as an event. So when

a person who is the self-made man turns back and in retrospect when he examines the path he

came through he will most probably see that he had so many obstacles but he had managed to



come  through  these  many  things,  while  he  is  actually  being  blind  to  so  many  of  those

particular circumstances which actually helped him or her to grow up the social ladder.

So once he turns back and look at his past else seem as if it was not a (())(11:49) but he

managed to go through all these things so other people should also be able to go through the

same things but what we actually see is that person in retrospect is actually lying a blanket

claim over all of these things because there are so many people who might not have the same

chances, the same circumstances, the same luck, these people would have had.

So this is a main problem which we see in this discourse of the self-made man. And also this

discourse also tries to transcend material realities. So for example the time and space from

which such a man grows up, such a woman grows up is always tied very much to material

circumstances to conditions and to history itself. So to be able to achieve this success of the

self-made man, one has to transcend it (())(12:51) so one has to kind of go beyond history go

beyond the material conditions if they had to succeed in the way Gatsby succeeded.

So  Gatsby  tries  to  transcend  time  and  space  and  history  by  kind  of  sentimentalizing

everything. So for him every dream is so much invested with emotions. So by the idea of

sentimentalizing is also very important here because by sentimentalizing we invest a lot of

emotions to character which makes the more human in a liberal humanist sense which makes

them have a constant  character  of  being human as  oppose to  being a  human in 1920 in

America in this age, so the specifities are forgotten and becomes a kind of a persona which is

built out of so many dreams.

So for example when Daisy says that she always love Tom, Gatsby says that it is just personal

as if it is this love for Tom by Daisy is very personal in the sense that it is very material, it is

very linked to history and by transcending it through his platonic idea of love and desire

which went through so many years which went through so many troubles but still he manage

to hold on to is kind of transcending all the material, all the specifities of Daisy’s love and

hence Gatsby has a moral upper hand that is his idea, so or when Nick remarks that Gatsby is

an platonic invention of himself of that Gatsby whose earlier  name as we come to see is

Jimmy Gatz, so Gatsby is a platonic invention of Jimmy Gatz of what he wanted to be.

So this is a dream like person, dream like in the sense of the person himself is a dream as well

as he dreams a lot, so it is very much removed from reality so or the sentimentalization of

scenes as I explained earlier. So these elements are contribute into ones thinking of ones



existence as transcending history which is not actually possible, just like how pure art or pure

aesthetic is not possible because there is always a material anchor which holds all of us to

ground reality.

So when we read this along such remarks in the novel that West Egg was a place without the

precedent as if the history there is no history a historically it is suspended in ether as if it is so

pure or second to nothing because it has now consciousness of being so that West Egg is

second to nothing because it has no consciousness of being so. So it is the place as a memory

loss of whatever happened, whatever had actually come into play to make this place such a

wonderful place of the new (())(16:07) is conveniently forgotten, it is a loss of memory, so

this is also another attempt that trying to transcend history which is in real terms impossible.

So these are the problems we have with this discourse of the self-made man. 
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So there are numerous possibilities for reading Great Gatsby, for example so in a book on an

introductory book on critical theory by Lois Tyson, we see that she takes Great Gatsby as a

text to explain all this all these critical lenses. For example she does a psychoanalytic reading,

of  Gatsby  of  Queer  Reading  of  new  criticism  African  American  criticism,  Feminist,

Structuralist,  Reconstructionist  or  post-modernist,  Reader’s  Response  and  Marxist  and

Postcolonialist criticism of Great Gatsby it is a text which lenses so many readings for of

which we have considered a new historicist  reading now by referring to such manuals of

success manuals of 1920’s by trying to think of the text as not so literary but just like how the

other success manuals also embodied this discourse of the self-made man. 



So we took such an such a approach now also we have Psychoanalytic readings which treats

this as a story of dysfunctional love as a story of a girl wanting a relationship which is which

does not have any intimacy, so fear of intimacy there is a Queer Reading which tries to read

(Gatsby) sorry Nick Carraway and Jordan Baker as gay people by reading into how their

behaviour is and there is a new criticism reading which deals only with the text and so on and

so forth. 

So it will be very good if we can consult that book and try to read through how Lois Tyson

treats Gatsby through all these text, it is a very good source of looking at both theory and also

practice.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:28) 

So these are some of the few excerpts which are taken from the book. So for example this

particular paragraph is about Jordan Baker, so this is a portrait of the (())(18:39) and also Lois

Tyson treats this as a manifestation of Jordan as a lesbian, so this is one of those examples.
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And this is another example which Tyson takes to explain how Nick Carraway can be thought

of as a gay character again the same just as if it were five years ago so this is an instance

where Gatsby is trying to recreate the entire history tries for repeat entire history as if history

can be transcended and plagued around, it was his personal remark.
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These are some of examples of the transcendence of history.
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This is one of those main places where the careless people dialogue comes in, again of Daisy

better time telling her what I was going to do. So this can be equally applied to (())(19:46)

and also to Fitzgerald as in Fitzgerald could marry (())(19:51) after he had actually achieved

something. 
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This is about George Wilson.

(Refer Slide Time: 20:00) 

This is also the colossal vitality of exclusion, so the dream which the self-made man Gatsby

tries to inculcate is such huge dreams which does not actually correlate with reality.
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This is one of those particular places where critics have had a problem with Gatsby because

here it is a Jew character Mr Wolfsheim who is kind of displayed in a not so good light and

also the 2013 film adaptation of Great Gatsby, Amitabh Bachhan played this role.
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This is what Myrtle is thinking. So Myrtle is trying to kind of a (())(20:46) class, so it is

another example of how she wants to go up in class.
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This  is  another  example  where  Fitzgerald  is  trying  to  (())(20:57)  give  us  an  idea  of  the

internal characteristics of each character about the police dog is another interesting places in

the story which we can see Fitzgerald is showing us things, so it is I am glad it is a girl and I

hope she will be (())(21:18) that is the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little

(())(21:22)  this  is  another  places  where so many feminist  scholars have tried to interpret

Gatsby from such a perspective, so the promise of things yet to come.
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This is also very much in tandem with the idea of the discourse of this self-made person.
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This is one of those things where we can see the craft of Fitzgerald coming in play, so were

the it is one of those beginning scenes where (Nick and) Nick is invited to Daisy’s place and

where we are introduced to Tom, Jordan and Daisy. So it is movement, so much of movement

shown by particular objects in the story.
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It is highly recommended that we rate the original text because most of the things which we

try to find out from the text will not become visible unless we have actually went through the

entire text and it is a fairly short text.
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So yeah this is one of those famous paragraphs from Gatsby which is a portrait of Gatsby, it

was one of those rarest mails we can call it of eternal reassurance in it. So this is a kind of

very positive thinking attitude which the success manuals always recommended that you may

come across four or five times in life, very rare. The whole eternal world for an instant and

then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favour. It understood you just

as far as you wanted to be understood, believed in you as you would like to be believed in

yourself and assure you that it had preciously the impression of you that at your best you

hope to convey, so it  is  a very customized reaction which these success manuals  always

wanted a person to have.
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This is given in the beginning of the text the then wear the golden hat, if that will move her,

so this author whom Fitzgerald is quoting his a fictional other whom Fitzgerald invented

himself and Thomas Parke D'Invilliers in his in one of his older novels. So it is a perfect

introduction to Gatsby and also to Fitzgerald who kind of when chasing the dreams and in the

fashion of this self-made man.
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So these are the references, Great Gatsby I think is out of is in the public domain in so many

countries and Harold Bloom (())(24:05) so many essays and critical prospectives and there

are so many works  of  criticism on Great  Gatsby trying to  look at  it  mainly  through the

American dream perspective and also as I mentioned earlier through many other perspectives,



thank you and I hope that you will take the time to read through the entire novel so that so as

to gain much more clearer understanding. So why this particular American novel has been

placed in world literature and so on and so forth, so I hope you enjoyed this video, thank you.


