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Practical English: Learning and Teaching

Daily update of material

« For the course, a diary site
http: home.iitk.ac.in ~dasgupta teaching English PEL TDiary
will be maintained and updated on a daily basis with the material used or referred to in successive

sessions

« The class proceedings (video) will be updated at the NPTEL course site
https: ‘onlinecourses.nptel.ac.innocl5_hsl2 course.

- The assignment and solutions will be uploaded at both the sites

Good morning, we now start with session 28.
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In the previous session, we saw a list of compound words without hyphen. Let us see
today, if you such words with hyphen; where hyphen comes. Now you will ask, where
hyphen will come and where it will not come. Nobody can given any rule. What is

standard we need to follow that; and so one has to be careful.
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Yes.

Students: Absent-minded, air-condition, by-law, check-in.
By-law.

Students: By-law.

Check-in.

Students: Check-in, close-up.

What is by-law? No, no, no, no. That is not a hyphenated, they are two, according to the
is by-law; ok, separate. And by-law is something like sub rule which is not the law of the
land; for example, if you are staying in a society, that society housing society may have

certain rules. So, those are by-laws.

Students: City-state, far-flung, father-in-law, first-class, free-for-all.



Free-for-all. Do you know what is a city-state? Can you tell me the name of the city-
state? Singapore, in ancient times there where lot of city-states; Athens, Sparta,
Pithecusae, Troy; they were city states which were like independent countries of today,

but spare over particularly a city.
Students: Get-together, half-mast, in-depth, knee-jerk, life-size.

What is knee-jerk? A situation for which we were not prepared in advance and we were
happily sitting or if you happily standing, relaxing, and suddenly when the situation
comes, we make a reaction which is all of a sudden; which was really not needed. So,
that is knee-jerk reaction.

Students: Mass-produce, merrygo-round, passer-by, red-hot, self-service.
Just a minute, passer-by; what will be its plural?

Students: Passers-by.

Passers-by, yes.

Students: Start-up, strong-arm, third- rate, time-consuming, trade-off.

Strong-arm, just use this in a sentence. Or use the entire strong-arm as an adjective. | do
not like this strong-arm tactics. So, the entire strong-arm is coming as adjective to tactics.

Continue.
Students: Up-to date, warm-up, well-being, worn-out.

Now here, make note. Sometimes to the noun here, something comes as adjective which
as 2 or 3 different parts, which are suppose to be connected with hyphen. For example, if
you are talking about first class fare, then you will say first hyphen class fare. If you are
trying to talk of both first and second class fares together ,then the way to write it is first
hyphen, space, and, space, then second, hyphen, class, then space, fares. As if you are
using the brackets, first class and second class. Similarly 2 paisa coins, 3 paisa coins, and
5 paisa coins. If you want to set together, then you will set two three and five paisa coins
and you will write it like this. Of course, most of the people here have not seen 2, 3 and 5

paisa coins; there use to be a time when these were visible.



Now when to put hyphen and when not to, that is an issues. Here warm and up are two
different words. Give the players 10 minutes to warm-up; it is a facial verb, warm-up you
know, to get ready. Now here warm-up together is the adjective to exercise. This warm-
up exercise is important and here they will be hyphen. Give the players 10 minutes to
warm-up. This warm-up exercise is important. Similarly, |1 have a special interest in this
project. Special is an adjective to interest. Here we need to consult the special interest
group also. So those groups which are called ‘special interest groups’. So, here special

interest is coming as an adjective to group. So, this whole thing is hyphenated. Yes.
Students: Passers-by plural for the passer-by, what will be the plural for start-up?

Start-up is an adjective, so you do not talk about plural. You heard start ups. That is when

it is used as a noun there is 1st start up business.
Students: In this case why is this coming after up coming up.

The rule is that the principle noun in the thing should get that s. In start-up there is no
noun for that matter. And start-up as it is, is actually adjective. When you use start-ups
you are actually using a short cut for start-up businesses. So, for such short cuts standard
rules do not exist. Now one very important topic which we have been talking around for

a long time since a quarter 1 itself.

(Refer Slide Time: 07:12)

/“..’ '/' In dos /) /‘“‘,‘/,. / // 1 / 14
{ / Incl hin 4 .,’/./ {on fel)
s nol bage angbedy close Lo 4
/,’ / .,/',l,/ nEnLY lon b /) /w /
) ’/.l/‘/’ /,/ /, 7 Lumdy /'f"/ ool ) ,‘//, 1377
o4 Mt //”,/ /’/l,’, .1 l}g lhony lo [ 1/, /
[ U ’.""‘ ’,‘,’/, "“/‘/"/ / / ( / ,’ // /
hap th lier be difdicull
of d na, J JL a o [ a ’ M CLat /
b 77 fl y ‘,_/,r/
/4 ,.'/ v/

1 o o ja



That is supporting action of special verbs. Till now we have seen 3 impotent special
verbs; do, be and have. And one more verb ‘you’, we have seen in a particular situation
and it is use as special verb is only in that particular situation for habitual past. Now we

attempt a comprehensive sessions on special verbs. Read out this line.
Students: What do we do for that treatment of this patient?

This ‘do’ is ordinary, ordinary verb just like do [FL]. This do is special in the supporting
role, which you will typically use for making negative and interrogative sentences. What
do we do for that treatment of this patient [FL] . Next.

Students: Did he contact his family for help?
This is special verb, supporting verb. It is helping this contact for this question [FL].
Students: He does not have anybody close to him.

Here ‘have’ is the ordinary verb, the actual verb; this is a supporting verb, does not have

anybody close to him. [FL]
Students: Do try collect some money for his treatment.

[FL] Do here is use for emphasis, do try [FL]. So, this emphasis that is the special
purpose or supporting action that this do is giving. Next; the supporting action of another

special verb ‘be’.
Students: Is anybody collecting funds? Many people were ready to pay.

Be coming here as well as here to support. This is ordinary; many people were ready.
[FL] Is anybody collecting fund? [FL] Is collecting is a complete verb. Then an ordinary

use of be.
Students: Be sure that helpers are there to look after him.

This is ordinary use, this is also ordinary use; be sure that helpers are there, it is not

neither of the ‘be’ supporting anything.

Students: | am not satisfied yet.



This is supporting; 1 am not satisfied, ‘to’ support the verb in passive voice.
Students: Why was the doctor indecisive?

[FL] Why was the doctor indecisive? This is ordinary verbs.

Students: Perhaps the operation will be difficult.

Will be [FL]

Students: In case of dilemma, | would consult a senior specialist.

In case of dilemma, | would consult a senior specialist; would [FL] in case of dilemma,

[FL] I would consult a senior specialist. [FL]

Students: Shall we call Doctor. Sen for consultation?

[FL]

Students: One should be careful about such difficult cases.

This ‘be’ is ordinary, be crateful. [FL] Should is technically officially the past tense of
shall. [FL] This implies a moral necessity, one should be careful about the difficult cases.
[FL]

Students: We will act as he has willed.
[FL]. So, this ‘will’ is ordinary. [FL] has, have is supporting. [FL]
Students: H is capital.

Oh lovely, h is capital [FL]
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[FL]

Students: They have brought some new things which we did not have.
[FL] Which we did not have. [FL] fine.

Students: Have you not paid him?

[FL] Have you not paid him? [FL]

Students: Now he has to deliver the good.

[FL] Now he has to deliver the goods compulsory. [FL]

Students: The Indus valley people used to use bronze to make weapons.
[FL] Common event in the past.

Students: He can open his shop here.

Supporting verb can. [FL] He can open his shop here. [FL]

Students: You cannot stop him.

[FL]




Students: | could not complete your work.
[FL]

Students: Could you wait for a while?
[FL] Could you wait for a while? [FL]
Students: May | go now?

[FL]

Students: No | might need you here.

[FL] I need you here. [FL] I may need you here. [FL] I might need you here. [FL]. So,
you have to be really dedicated to waiting here for that little chance. [FL]

Students: We need to check the result.
[FL]
Students: The process need not to be specified.

[FL] Does not do, does not have, does not go. Ok [FL] And there is a different, he does
not need to go. [FL] He does not need to go. [FL] He need not go.

Students: They let him go unchecked.

Let, another supporting verb. [FL] Let is to allow.

Students: Let us accept this fact.

[FL] Proposal; let us accept.

Students: Before being elected to lead, he must prove his ability.
[FL] Before being elected to lead, [FL] he must prove his ability. [FL]
Students: | am planning to try this test.

| am planning to try this test. [FL]



Students: | must take the challenge.
[FL]

Students: He dares us to fight.

[FL]

Students: He dare not oppose his leader.

[FL] One important issue, which you should keep in mind is that the name issue is

subject to verb arrangement.
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And sometimes if the subject is long, then people miss the main subject word from the

last word or trailing word of the entire subject. Read out this.
Students: The county is falling.

[FL] Now this one.

Students: The people of the country are falling.

The people of the country are falling. People is plural, so are. So, some people seek
county here and put is here and that is dangerous, that will be wrong. The people of the

country are falling. Next.



Students: The courage of the people of the country is falling.

Are you falling here? Not the country, not the people, the courage. So, courage is the
subject word, so is falling.

Students: The plans to maintain the courage of the people of the country are falling.
What are falling now?
Students: Plans.

Plans, [FL]. Hopefully that is not happening with our country, it about some other

country. Another.

Students: This table is broken.

Is, because it is table. Next?

Students: The cups on this table are broken.

Cups, which are broken.

Students: The tray for the cups on this table is on broken.

This time the tray is broken.

Students: The handles of the tray for the cups on this table are broken.

So, here handles are broken. Next?

Students: One of the handles of the tray for the cups on this table is broken.

By that, by this time many people will confused and put something wrong. So, it is one
of the handles which is broken. So, is broken. So, it is important to capture the subject
word of subject of this length correctly and accordingly put the verb. When you write
something, a composition, some long thing in continuity over lot of flow, you have got
lot of idea and you try to put it down properly. So, the issues arises whether you should

write short sentence or long sentences.
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Short sentences are basically the best. It is best to write short sentences. You are less
likely to make mistakes in them. The reader also will find the text easy to follow.

Connect these in a single sentence.

Even that is not a needed. You can make it, it is best to write short sentences which will
avoid mistakes for you and make it easy for the readers. That way slightly changes, but it
becomes more natural and it does not make such a long one. So, long it did not freedom,
but then there are situation where you may decide to write long sentences. However,
there are situations when a composite idea is better expressed through appropriate
binding of its units through connectors and pauses marked with punctuation signs. The
task of which is to assist the reader in interpretation. There is a long sentences, break it in

to a number of short sentences.
You will make it that long, postpone this. Postpone this thing, sometimes.

Students: Sometimes opposite idea is better expressed through appropriate binding of its

units.
This is long enough.

Students: Units of.



Sometimes you get a composite idea, that is better expressed through appropriate binding
of its units; such binding can be effected through connectors and pauses. These are
marked by punctuation signs. The task is to assist the reader. In such situations, you may
write that is coming now. Therefore, you may consider using a well-knit long sentence, if
you find that a serious of sort once will fail to captures the matter so effectively, as you
identify the entire idea as a single message to be communicated. Suppose you identify
the entire idea as a single message, to be communicated; full stop. You find that a serious
of short sentences will fail to capture the matter so effectively; put another full stop.
Then you put this in such situations, you may consider you think well-knit long

sentences.

So some authors typically write short sentences, their writing is quite often very
powerful. But sometimes, some idea happier which as a composite idea together makes
one sense; and if you try to spread it up, you find that the exact message that you wanted
to communicate that get scattered. In that case, you have to try to put together the entire
idea, but while doing that you have to be careful; to put all the information correctly
assemble then in the proper manner and put appropriate punctuation science. So, that the

reader does not jumble of the feature of information.

So, in any situation just check with yourself, that you are trying to make a sentence
which is just of the length which you can handle. If you cannot handle very long
sentence, this is the typical source of mistakes among people who know more less, fine;
but cannot handle to complicated things. They start the sentence with one theme, one
tone and by the time the end it they have shifted gears four times and then the sentence

actually becomes meaningless. So, be careful about that.

See an example; and as | read, if you can listen to me and understand the meaning
continuously as | read; even without reading it yourself, then understand that for
comprehending you have got the appropriate level, that you can understand whatever

Iong sentence you come across.
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Assignment 28
(A) Translate the following into Hindi  or
break it into 3 or 5 or 8 sentences easier to understand.

As does the bird, among beloved branches, when, through the
night that hides things from us, she has rested near the nest of her
sweet fledglings and, on an open branch, anticipates the time
when she can see their longed-for faces and find the food with
which to feed them — chore that pleases her, however hard her
labours — as she awaits the sun with warm affection, steadfastly
watching for the dawn to break: so did my lady stand, erect, intent,
turned toward that part of heaven® under which the sun is given to
less haste; so that, as | saw her in longing and suspense, | grew to
be as one who, while he wants what is not his, is satisfied with
hope.

* that part of heaven: the zenith

As does the bird among beloved branches, when, through the night that hides things from
us, she as rested near the nest the nest of her sweet fledglings and, on an open branch,
anticipate the time when she can see their longed-for faces and find the food with which
to feed them - chore that pleases her, however hard her labours - as she awaits the sun
with warm affection, steadfastly watching for the dawn to break: so did my lady stand,
erect, intent, turned toward that part of heaven under which the sun is given to less haste;
so that, as | saw here in longing and suspense, | grew to be as one who, while he wants

what is not his, is satisfied with hope.

So, part of the assignment, for today is to translate it to Hindi or to break it up in to a
number of shorter sentences; it will take some time. And the part d, of this exercise is to
take a similar passage not so long sentence, but with quite a few long sentences in Hindi

and translate it into English.
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(B) Translate the following passage into English.
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This is from the pieces of a famous Hindi book. [FL]
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[FL]

I read it out, in order to communicate to you the intonations. So, that the pauses you put
in the appropriate places in the Hindi text which will to an extent help you file translating

it while expressing it in to English.

Any questions, on these topics? So, we stop here, and continue next week session 29.



