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bahuvrihih samasa vidhana

Welcome! | welcome you all to this lecture in the course samasa in Paninian grammar- 1.
As is our practice, we begin our lecture with the recitation of the Mangalacarana.

vi$vesam saccidanandarh vande’hamm yo'khilarm jagat carikartti baribhartti sarhjarthartti
Itlaya.

In this course we are studying three important types of Samasas in Sanskrit namely
Avyayibhava , Bahuvrihih and Dvandva. So far in this course we have already studied
the Avyayibhava Samasa and currently we are studying the Bahuvrihih Samasa which is
a very very important and unique feature of Sanskrit where the constituents have the head
outside of the compound. This is very unique, indicating the plane of the intellect on
which the speaker is speaking.

The features of the Bahuvrihi Samasa can be explained in terms of a small equation
shown below. X plus Y is equal to XY. So X and Y are two independent separate entities
in terms of the word form and also the meaning and also the accent. Now they are
interrelated semantically which is shown by the plus sign in between.

Now the speaker of Sanskrit decides to merge them together and generate an output in the
form of xy. XY is one unit in terms of the meaning as well as the word form as well as
the accent. In general, it can be said to have the following three features namely
Aikarthya or Ekarthata having one meaning, Aikapadya or Ekapadata having one word
form and Aikasvaraya or Ekasvarata having one accent. These are the three features of
XY. Now, as far as the Avyayibhava Samasa and Tatpurusa Samasa , we use the bold
characters to mark the head of the newly generated unit XY in terms of its constituents.

As far as the Tatpurusa Samasa is concerned, we marked Y with bold characters to
indicate that Y acts as the head of the Tatpurusa Samasa . In the Avyayibhava Samasa,
we marked X as the head by marking it in the bold characters. Now in the Bahuvrihih
Samasa, with neither marked X nor Y with the bold characters, this mainly indicates that



neither of them acts as the head of the Samasa. The head of this Samasa lies outside of
this Samasa , not one of the constituents, but rather an outer word, which is Anyapada. So
BahuvrihihSamasa is described as Anyapadartha Pradhana.

These are the features of the BahuvrihihSamasa. Now in the Astadhyayi, the Bahuvrihih
Samasa is stated at different places. SamasaVidhayaka Sutra, namely the compound
prescribing Satras, the Sttras which lay down the conditions for the Samasa to take place,
They are stated from 2.2.23 onwards up to 2.2.28 2.2.23 is Seso Bahuvrihih and 2.2.28 is
Tena Saheti Tulya Yoge 2.2.29 is carthe dvandvah Then the samasanta
pratyayavidhayaka sttra are stated in the section 5.4.113 onwards up to 5.4.160. This big
section also includes some Siatras which prescribe the samasanta adesa, the substitution at
the end of the samasa. Then we also have the svara vidhayaka Sttras, Sttras prescribing
the accent related to the Bahuvrihi samasa. SO we have 6.2.1 Bahuvrihau Prakrtya
Parvapadam, the main sitra and then we have a section that begins with 6.2.106 onwards
up t0 6.2.120 and also 6.2.162 onwards up to 6.2.177. This is where the Svara vidhayaka
Sutras are stated. This is how Panini treats Bahuvrihi Samasa in the Astadhyayi. Now
currently we are focused on the study of the vidhayaka Satras. We have already studied
Seso Bahuvrihih 2.2.3 and then also 2.2.24 namely anekam anyapadarthe Let us proceed
further and study 2.2.25 which is sarmkhyaya avyaya-asanna-adira-adhika-sarmkhyah
samkhyeye. This particular satra.

This is the topic of today's lecture The sitra is samkhyaya avyaya-asanna-adara-adhika-
samkhyah sarmkhyeye. There are three Padas in the satra. sarnkhyaya is the first Pada.
This is the Trtiya Ekavachana of sarhkhyaya, 3 slash 1, meaning with the word denoting
the number. The second Pada is Avyaya, asanna, adira, adhika and sarmkhya. This big
Samasa contains five constituents, Avyaya, asanna, adira, Adhika and sarhkhya. And this
word is in the Prathama Bhavachana. namely one slash three.

So what it means is indeclinables and the words and the words denoting the number they,
Since this word is mentioned in Prathama Vibhakti, the Sttra prathamanirdistarn samasa
upasarjanam applies and terms them as Upasarjana and then by the Satra Upasarjanam
Parvam, these words occupy the initial position of the Samasa . And the next word is
sammkhyeye, which is Saptami Ekavachana of the word sarmkhya. 7 slash 1 and this means
in the sense of what is to be counted something that is to be measured The words
continued are sup from 2.1.2, saha supa from 2.1.4, samasah from 2.1.3 and samarthah
padavidhih from 2.1.1 All this put together the meaning of the siitra is available to us in
the following way An interrelated subanta, whose pra tipadika is a number word,
denoting what is to be counted, gets compounded with the other correlated or interrelated
subanta, whose pratipadika is either of an indeclinable or the words asanna, adiira and
adhika and a number, and the resultant compound is called bahuvrihi.



| repeat, An interrelated Subanta whose Pratipadika is a number word denoting what is to
be counted gets compounded with the other interrelated Subanta whose Pratipadika is
either of an indeterminable or the words asanna, adira, adhika and sarnkhya that is
number and the resultant compound is called Bahuvrihi. | repeat, an interrelated Subanta,
Samartham Subantam, whose Pratipadika is a number word denoting what is to be
counted, avyaya-asanna-adiira-adhika-samkhyeh ya Sankhya, gets compounded, Sa
Samasyate, with the other interrelated Subanta, Samarthaih Subantaih Sah, whose
Pratipadika is either of an indeclinable Avyayah or the words and also a number and the
resultant compound is called The words mean close or near and means more than
Avyaya is an indeclinable and we have studied in detail what an avyaya is when we
studied the Avyayibhava samasa m.

So the meaning of this siitra can be stated in terms of the following equations. If you have
avyaya as well as asanna as well as adira and also adhika and also samkhya as the
Pratipadika of the Parvapada followed by the Su pratyaya plus sarnkhya which means
samkhya followed by Su. In this case, the Su pratyaya gets deleted and then we have
output namely Avyaya samkhya, asanna sammkhya, adiira sarhkhya, Adhika samkhya and
also sarmkhya. This is the output generated by this particular satra . A quick note on the
number words in Sanskrit and when they denote samkhya that is what is to be counted.

So numbers 1 to 19 in Sanskrit always stand for the sarmkhya namely what is to be
counted and never for the number itself. From 20 onwards The numbers stand for both
samkhya and what is to be counted and also the Sarmkhya, that is the number itself. So we
have a famous statement, vimsatyadyah sadaikatve sarvah sarhkhyeyasarnhkhyayoh.
vim$atyadyah sadaikatve sarvah samkhyeyasamkhyayoh. And they are always also in
singular number.

Let us go to the concrete example. So when we have to convey the meaning, those which
are near 10 in number, that means we are referring to either 9 or 11 entities. So we have
dasanarh samipe ye bhavanti te. That is the laukika vigraha. And then we have the
alaukika vigraha, namely upa plus jas plus dasan plus am.

The Pratipadika In dasan is das. So now we have the sitra applying and so we have the
alaukika vigraha ready. So Samasas Samjiia takes place immediately after which the
Samasanthapratyaya dac gets added. according to this particular siitra in 5.4 and so we
have upa plus jas plus dasan plus am plus dac and so we have now the Samasas Samjna
taking place so pratipadika Samjfia takes place so we apply Supo dhatu pratipadikayoh
and so now we have upa plus zero plus dasan plus zero plus am And then Nas-Tadhyate
is the Sitra that applies which deletes an of dasan and so we have Upa plus 0 plus das$
plus O plus A and then we join them together and we get the form Upadasa as the finally
derived compound output of the Bahuvrihih Samasa. Then we add the suffix just after
Upadasa and we get the form Upadasah What Upadasah stands for is Nava that is 9



entities or Ekadasa that is 11 entities A remarkable feature of this particular Samasa is
that even though it is stated to be a Bahuvrihih this is a Parvapadartha Pradhana Samasa
Parvapadartha Pradhana is generally admitted to be the feature or the property of an
Avyayibhava Samasa However here this is formally a Bahuvrihih Samasa but
semantically it is Parvapadartha Pradhana So now the next question is what is the
difference between this Bahuvrihih and the Avyayibhava Samasa stated by 2.1.6 in the
sense of Samipa. Remember we have a big Samasa big Satra stating the conditions of
avyayibhava Samasa. In this satra , the word Samipa also occurs So now what is the
difference between the bahuvrihi Samasa stated by 2.2.25 and the avyayibhava Samasa
stated by 2.1.6 in the sense of Samipa. When what is near is the head, it is a bahuvrihi
samasa .

As clear as that. yada tu samipinah pradhanyarh tada bahuvrihih. When nearness is the
head and not what is near, then it is avyai bhava. yada tu samipasya pradhanyam tada
avyayibhavah. This is the semantic difference as to what element will be the head. Let us
take another example. Those which are near 10 in number, that is the meaning to be
conveyed. This is the laukika vigraha. Now from this we get the alaukika vigraha namely
Now we have the So Samasa Samjna takes place. Immediately after which we add the
Samasanta suffix dac, which is added by the satra . And then we have asanna plus jas
plus dasan plus am plus dac. Now here the Samasas Samjiia has taken place. So the
Pratipadika Samjna takes place and then Supo dhatu pratipadikayoh applies and deletes
both the Supas.

So we have Asana plus zero plus Dasha plus zero plus A and then the Satra Nastadhyate
applies and so we have asanna plus zero plus da$ plus zero plus a And when we join
them together, we get the form asannadasa as the finally derived compound output of the
Bahubarihi Samasa . And when we use this word in the sentence, we add the suffix just
after it. So we have asannadasa plus Jas. And then when we join them together, we get
the form asannadasah. asannadasah could be again 9 or ekadasa, 9 entities or 11 entities.
Similarly, when we have to convey the meaning those which are near 10 in number, the
alaukika vigraha could also be dasanam adarah ye bhavanti te. Now, since in the sitra ,
avyaya-asanna-adiira-adhika-sammkhyah, all of them, they are stated in Prathama Vibhakti.
So they get Upasarjana Samjna because of prathamanirdistarn samasa upasarjanam. And
then they occupy the initial position of the Samasa because of Upasarjanam Parvam. So
we have Adira plus Jas plus dasan plus am.

Samasa Samjna takes place and then we add the Samasanta suffix and then we have Now
Samasa Samjna has taken place so the Pratipadika Samjfia now takes place and then Supo
dhatu pratipadikayoh applies which deletes both the Supas so we have and then we delete
the an part of dasan and then we have adhira plus zero plus das plus zero plus a and
when we join them together we get the form adhtira das. So we add the suffix jas after
this and we get the form adira jas plus das and finally we get adaradasah which again



means 9 or Ekadasa 9 entities or 11 entities Lastly we have we also have the next
example namely those which are more than 10 in number dasanarm adhikah ye bhavanti
te. So we have adhika plus jas plus dasan plus am where we have the samasanta pratyaya
added by the sttra bahuvrihau sarmkhyeye dac abahuganat. so we have adhika plus jas
plus dasan plus am plus dac and then we get the Pratipadika Samjiia and then we apply
the stitra Supo dhatu pratipadikayoh and so we get adhika plus zero plus dasan plus zero
plus a and then we apply nastadhyate which deletes an of dasan so we have adhika plus
zero plus das plus zero plus a and when we join them together we get the form adhika
dasa and then when we use it in the sentence we get adhika dasa plus jas and finally we
get adhikadasah which means Ekadasa on verse 11 entities. Here the samasanta pratyaya
dac is added by the siitra bahuvrihau samkhyeye dac abahuganat. Finally we have the
Sarmkhya getting some compounded with another Sarmkhya. Two or three entities. This is
the laukika vigraha. And the alaukika vigraha is dvi plus au plus tri plus jas. Now here
once again, we add the samasanta suffix dac because of the siitra bahuvrihau sarmkhyeye
dac abahuganat and then we have dvi plus au plus tri plus jas plus dac and then we get the
pratipadika Samjna so we apply Supo dhatu pratipadikayoh and delete both the sups so
we have dvi plus zero plus tri plus zero and so we have dvi plus zero plus tri plus zero
plus a and then we have the i of tri which is a ti part which gets deleted because of SA
feature and so we have dvi plus 0 plus tr plus a and finally we get the form dvitra which
is the finally derived compound output. Then we add the suffix just to this dvitra which
gives us the form dvitrah which means 2 or 3. So the sentence used is May you bring two
or three men. dvitra is a peculiar kind of Bahuvrihi samasa .

The compound expresses the sense of V3, that is or. Now doubt happens to be the basic
semantic condition for this particular compound and therefore it is always in plural as the
commentators say The meaning that you don't know about anything about is always to be
used in plural And so we have dvitrah plural To summarize We studied a peculiar
Bahuvrihi samasa and its peculiar features which are stated by 2.2.25. Although in one
case the purvapada is an avyaya, the compound is still not an avyayibhava, upadasa and
SO on.

Both have Parvapadartha pradhanata, yet they are different as the shades of meanings are
denoted by each of them, they are different. In another case, the Bahuvrihih Samasa is
based on the semantic condition doubt or vartha or samsaya. And it is in plural mainly
because in doubt entities are referred to in plural. The commentators say,
sams$ayajnanasya ubhayapaksaparamarsitvena bahvarthavisayatvat. We continue studying
the BahuvrihihSamasa vidhayaka Satras in the next lecture. Thank you very much. Thank
you.



