Understanding Ethnography
David MacDougall
Module 5
LxT1
Observing Imponderabilia
With morning Hearts

(Refer Slide Time 00:08)

The summer and autumn had been so wet that in winter the corn was growing yet, it was a

piteous sight to see all around the green lie rotting on the ground. You know what piteous
means? Yes.

Student: (()) (0:50)



Professor: No, no, what does piteous mean, the word piteous? And a pitiful sight, something
that awakens sorrow in you, arouses the feelings of sorrow in you, right? Every day the
starving poor crowded around Bishop Hatto's door. For he had a plentiful last year's store and

all the neighborhood could tell his granaries were furnished well.
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The poor people obviously were starving, but everyone knew that Bishop Hatto had kept a lot

of grain in his granaries. At last Bishop had appointed a day to quiet the poor without delay.
He bade them to his grade Barn repair, and they should have food for the winter there.
Rejoice such tidings good to hear, the poor folk flocked from far and near; The great barn
was full as it could hold of women, children, and young and old. Then when he saw it could
hold no more Bishop Hatto he made fast the door. And while for mercy on Christ they call,

he set fire to the barn and burnt them all.

And they of course, started crying out for mercy in the name of Christ. And what did it turn
out to be because of the kind of man that Bishop Hatto was, it was a painful death that they
got in return. Right. It is a far deeper crime; do you understand? It is not a crime against a
human being, it is a crime against humanity. Do you understand that? Okay, what do you call

the voice of the heart? What do you call it? Not ego. Yes, yes. Come on.

Professor: Yes, yes, Kumar?... What?

Student: (()) (3:17)



Professor: What?
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Student: (()) (3:19)

Professor: Yes, the heart, what do you call the voice of the heart? What do you call it?
Student: (()) (03:29)

Professor: No. The voice of the...

Student: Conscience.

Professor: Conscience, yes, that's right. Sit down all of you, what does conscience do when
you have done something wrong, even a small mistake? It whips you, does not it? And that is
the biggest punishment, the whiplash of your own conscience.



