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Needless to say these examples we just discussed do not imply that structures are weak or

structural failures are common. It is more like you truly notice something you had taken for

granted only when it is absent. Rather I wanted to show that various disciplines must interact and

come together for the successful performance of a system and the structural aspect is an integral

part.
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So the clear message is that systems are becoming more complex more interdependent. It is not

possible to have perfect knowledge about the system now or into the future. And structures are

not passive systems there is an increasing possibility that what the operator or the user does will

have a bearing on structural integrity. Also the base of innovation has quickened that sometimes

there is not enough time to learn from failures.

(Refer Slide Time: 01:49)



And this last point on the distribution of responsibility it becomes clear when we compare with

simpler times. We can only presume that these 6 clauses worked for the most part four million

year ago but not only has human civilization become less violent our laws and social structure

implicitly acknowledge the complexities including those involving engineering infrastructure

systems that have a bearing on the health and happiness of a large number of people.

And comparison becomes clear when you put these two sets of national laws side by side

separated by a span of 4000 years.


